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EDITORIAL 


As The General 
Assembly Meets 


Very soon after these lines are read the General 
Assembly of our Church will convene at Massan- 
etta Springs, Va., for its ninetieth session. 


We would urge upon the entire membership of 
our Church the great need to pray for this meeting. 
With many reports to be heard and much business 
to transact, all within a prescribed time; there is 
grave danger of approaching this important work 
in a mechanical manner. We commend the splendid 
way in which our General Assembly is organized, 
but we would also urge the vital importance of that 
which should be obvious, namely that the real 
progress and spiritual power of the Church is 
independent of organization, or numbers, of any 
other purely mechanical phase. The thing of para- 
mount and central importance is the presence and 
power of God’s Holy Spirit. 


As we have watched a number of meetings of 
our General Assembly we have been impressed with 
the sense of hurrying which only too often has 
characterized them. We have noted that in recent 
years even the morning devotional period has as- 
sumed a liturgical form, something not always con- 
ducive to spontaneous spiritual expression. We 
have noted that due to lack of experience, the 
majority of those present as commissioners are but 
dimly aware of what is taking place and that as a 
result, a small group of able and well organized 
men can often direct the thinking and actions of 
the Assembly almost at will. 


In fact, the atmosphere of the General Assembly 
assumes, only too often, that of a political and 
secular meeting, rather than a place of spiritual 
fellowship and waiting on the Lord, which should 
characterize the annual meeting of a great denom- 
ination. 


We believe that if the coming sessions of our 
General Assembly would devote more time to 
prayer and to exposition of the Bible and to a 
rededication of our efforts to soul-winning, at 
home and abroad, it would render a great contribu- 
tion, not only to our own denomination but also set 


an example sorely needed in the Church as a whole. 


If one will study the trends of the past few years 
one will note that the greatest emphasis has been 
on organization, not only within our denomination, 
but also throughout Protestantism. Further study 
will show that the primary aim of this reorganiza- 
tion is centralization of authority and witness. “A 
united voice for Protestantism,” is the slogan. 


We would suggest, finally, that while a united 
voice for Protestantism has its place, the tragic 
fact is that Protestantism itself is rent asunder, 
not by minor differences which have brought about 
in large measure the various denominational lines, 
but Protestantism is divided in its belief as to the 
actual content of Christianity itself. Futhermore, 
denying or ignoring this only adds to the present 
confusion. 


There is but one solution to this problem and it 
is to be found in a mighty outpouring of God’s 
Holy Spirit in a revival. Such a revival will recenter 
faith and emphasis in those things which count for 
eternity. Such a revival will sweep aside unbelief, 
will humble hearts and reenergize us with spiritual 
power, the only power by which God’s Kingdom 
shall be advanced. 


Let us earnestly pray that superficialities, un- 
belief and all other manifestations of sin may be 
cast aside by a mighty upsurge of faith; faith in 


God, His Son, His Word. 


Revive us, Oh Lord, because we may be found 
willing to stand on the ground where revival can 
come, the ground of humble confession of sin and 
willingness to know and do Thy holy will!!! 


—L.N.B. 


Anent Dr. Buttrick 


This editor, an alumnus of Davidson College, 
feels it necessary to register a protest against the 
inviting of Dr. George Buttrick, pastor of the 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church of New York 
City, as the commencement speaker at the Mid- 
Century anniversary at Davidson College. 


Davidson College is certainly the largest and most 
influential of any of our Church Colleges. 
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Davidson is even now in the midst of a campaign 
to add substantially to its endowment and equip- 
ment funds. 


Davidson has meant much to our Church, through 
the training of Christian men who have later be- 
come ministers or Christian laymen, it is also true 
that the Church has meant all to Davidson. 


For this reason Davidson has a very definite re- 
sponsibility to the Church as a whole. 


Dr. George Buttrick is a well known, an out- 
spoken religious liberal. He is an able and a bril- 
liant man but he is also a man whose Christology 
and theology in general are at wide variance with 
the standards of our church. 


We do not for one minute believe that Dr. Butt- 
rick will advance, in his address to the students of 
Davidson College, anything which will be harmful 
to them. We believe he will studiously avoid this. 
Nor are we so naive as to expect that speakers in- 
vited to speak or teach in our Church institutions 
shall conform in their thinking or teaching to all 
that we may personally hold. 


But, as long as we have certain cardinal beliefs 
and certain clearly stated articles in our standards, 
we do not think it too much to insist that those ac- 
corded the honor and the responsibility of addres- 
sing a great group of young men in one of our 
outstanding institutions shall be men, who by their 
preaching and writing, conform to these standards. 
This Dr. Buttrick does not do. 


We are rather sure that the opprobrium coming 
as a result of this protest will be heaped on this 
editor, rather than on those responsible for inviting 
Dr. Buttrick. Be that as it may, we believe such a 
protest to be a moral responsibility which we must 
assume. 


If such incidents are to go unchallenged, then 
we would suggest that the standards of our church 
be discarded and those which will support modern- 
istic theology be substituted in their place. 

—H.B.D. 





Presbyterian Doctrines Of 
Church Property 


We have intentionally used the plural here. No 
one who examines the practices of the Northern 
and of the Southern Presbyterian Churches can 
declare that they have the same doctrine of Church 
property. In the Southern Church a congregation 
may buy, sell, mortgage its Church sanctuary or 
manse without reference to any higher body. It 
holds its property in fee simple. On the other hand 
in the USA (Northern) Church no congregation 
may buy, sell, mortgage, or in any way alienate 
either Church or manse without the consent of the 
presbytery. In the Southern Church only when a 
Church has been dissolved by presbytery because 
the members have all died or moved away and there 
is thus no local body to handle the matter may the 
presbytery take over the title to the property. A 
study of the assembly minutes leading to the adop- 
tion of paragraph 64 of our Southern Book shows 
that this was the intent and that this is, therefore, 
the meaning of this paragraph. 


The practices and the views of our two bodies 





are different on the meaning of church property 








and it is not true exegesis but “‘eisegesis” to read 
the USA doctrine into our Southern book. Nor is 
it accurate geographically or historically to claim 
the USA doctrine of church property as the only 
Presbyterian doctrine and to stigmatize any other 
doctrine as congregational. 


All the Presbyterians in the world are not subject 
to the USA Assembly or to its Constitution. There 
are fairly good Presbyterians in Canada, and there 
the congregations decide by a majority vote whether 
they could continue to be Presbyterians or whether 
they would enter the United Church composed of 
former Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Me- 
thodists. And this majority vote of the Presby- 
terian congregation carried with it the Church 
property regardless of how the presbytery 
voted ... that is Presbyterianism in Canada. 


There are fairly good Presbyterians in Scotland. 
Indeed, Scotland is the fountain head of Presby- 
terianism. When the Free Church united with the 
United Presbyterian Church a group in the high- 
lands stayed out and Parliament appointed a com- 
mission to divide the property so that some went 
with the uniting and some with the continuing 
Church. More recently, when the United Free 
Church joined with the Church of Scotland some 
150 congregations stayed out of the union and a 
number of these have retained their property—de- 
spite the action of the several presbyteries and their 
General Assembly. It seems that in Scotland the 
Northern Presbyterian doctrine is not regarded as 
the only Presbyterian doctrine and that all other 
views are not stigmatized as “‘congregationalism!”’ 


Futher, the present USA Presbyterian doctrine 
has not always been the doctrine of that body. In 
the divisions of the Old Side—New Side, of the 
Old School—New School, and of the North-South 
the local congregations in each case kept their 
local property. Was the USA Church not Presby- 
terian in its doctrine of Church property in 1741, 
or in 1837 or in 1861? 


The current USA doctrine of the ownership of 
local property by the higher courts came out of 
the Walnut Street decision of 1866. There the 
Supreme Court of the United States held that it 
would not go behind the action of the highest court 
of the Church (the General Assembly), but would 
recognize that decision whatever it was. The 
General Assembly in this Louisville case recognized 
a very small minority (that held with the action of 
the USA Assembly) as the rightful congregation 
and the owner of the local property. Since that time 
the USA Assembly has stretched that decision to 
mean that even though every member of a local 
congregation votes against a merger, or votes to go 
out of the General Assembly that Assembly can 
hold the property of the local congregation—of 
which it may not have a single member. In Scott 
County, Mississippi the USA Assembly took over 
Cumberland Presbyterian congregational buildings 
even though they had not a single member in that 
county and padlocked the buildings so that those 
who had built the buildings might not use them. 
Accordingly, these buildings dedicated to God’s 
glory for His worship rotted to the ground, unused 
by anyone. That may be legal, I hope that it may 
not be called the only Presbyterian doctrine of 
Church property. 


The Southern Presbyterian practice is different 
from the USA action on this matter because by 
conviction and by history our doctrine is a different 
doctrine from theirs. If we held their doctrine we 
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would not own a single congregational sanctuary 
as old as 1861. The First Presbyterian Churches of 
Columbia, Charleston, Charlotte, Raleigh, Decatur, 
Augusta, Talladega, et al., all are standing witnesses 
that we do not hold the USA Presbyterian doctrine 
as our doctrine. If we did we would have given 
back these buildings ... if we do today then we 
ought to surrender these structures to the USA 
Assembly. When the Walnut St. decision was passed 
Dr. R. L. Dabney roundly condemned it as anal- 
ogous to Roman Catholic canon law—the state re- 
fusing to go behind the action of a church court— 
whereas English common law had not thus excluded 
the church and her actions from civil jurisdiction. 
Moreover, we welcomed into the Southern Presby- 
terian Assembly the Kentucky Synod against which 
the Walnut Street Decision had been rendered... 
and when we did we allowed them to write their 
anti-Walnut Street Decision position into our 
minutes as our Presbyterian doctrine of Church 
property. —Wm. C. Robinson. 


For What It Is 


Christian people, citizens who owe a responsi- 
bility to their homes, their churches and other in- 
stitutions, and to the nation, need to recognize 
Communism for what it is. 





The writer does not pose as an expert on all 
things pertaining to communism but we have read 
some of Karl Marx and a great deal from the pens 
of those who have espoused his doctrines. 


There are those who have confused Marxist 
socialistic preachments and their apparent espousal 
of the interests of the common man, with the social 
implications of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. There 
are those who have been so misguided as to say that 
the ultimate aims of Christianity and Communism 
are essentially the same and who have therefore 
sought common cause in the establishment of the 
socialistic, paternalistic and over-ruling state, which 
they have been pleased to call a dictatorship of the 
proletariat, or laboring class. 


Actually, what is Communism? Our definition 
may seem harsh but we believe it can be conclu- 
sively proven, by the action of those who espouse 
Communism and are given a free hand to put it 
into effect. Communism is a hell-inspired and 
demoniacally controlled ideology which is an un- 
ceasing enemy of God, His Christ, His Church and 
all of those blessings and freedoms which flow from 
Christianity. 


A true Communist will tell you that the first 
concern of the party is to destroy the work and 
influence of the Church. Nor is the corrupt Russian 
Church that which is meant. “Religion is the opium 
of the people,” is an established doctrine of the 
party. 


Futhermore, those blessings, freedoms and graces 
which have flowed from the Christian faith are the 
first things attacked in a community when Com- 
munism takes over. Hatred instead of love, disre- 
gard for honor, truth, purity, the home, even life 
itself characterizes the actions of those who have a 
free hand to work their plans. 


Under the guise of providing property for all, the 
cupidity and hate of the lowest elements in society 
are aroused while the hope of material and eco- 
nomic security is offered all except those so un- 
fortunate as to have possessed homes, lands or suc- 
cessful business. 


But, there the cruel irony of the Communistic 
system comes to its ultimate fruition. The price of 
economic security is the surrendering of life’s most 
precious possession, personal freedom. Instead of 
the worker becoming the master he finds that he 
has over him the most cruel master imaginable, a 
state which has no regard for human dignity or 
freedoms, a state which is supreme not only in the 
political realm but which actually imposes a serfdom 
in its worst possible degree. Here man’s individual- 
ity, his person, his home and his loved ones ar: 
subject to violation at the whim of the commissar 
or other superior. Even the right to think for one’s 
self is denied the victims of this system. 


This system which violates every human freedom, 
which maintains its existence by cruelty and hate, 
is actually the usurpation, by a few of the powers 
of both the state and the individual. These men 
who have espoused the Communistic doctrines have 
a zeal, a persistence, a oneness of purpose and a 
cleverness in detail and execution of plans which is 
satanic in its wisdom. 


Just as Christianity steps across the bounds of 
race and nation and draws men together, so Com- 
munism holds men of divergent ethnic and national 
backgrounds, so that the plans and will of those in 
authority is slavishly obeyed. That is why we se« 
the amazing obedience and conformity of the fel- 
low-travellers and the actual card-carrying Com- 
munist members to centralized authority. 


The writer has already been assailed by anonym- 
ous letter writers because of what we have said 
and written about Communism. This editorial will 
also find its way into the hands of those who hate 
all who expose its evils. 


But, we will not have written in vain if we bring 
some to recognize Communism for what it is. Read 
our definition again and think it over. —L.N.B. 





The Minister - Economist 
Or Soul-Winner? 


The average Christian business man may be hazy 
regarding the inclusive theological policies involved 
in the Federal Council, but we are very sure that 
when he finds out the economic theories advocated 
by some of the most active members of that organi- 
zation, he will reject them in no uncertain terms. 


We have before us a copy of the April issue of 
the Federal Council Bulletin and find that the 
University of Chicago is offering a Summer School 
for Ministers on the Church and Economic Life. 


We further note that the Department of the 
Church and Economic Life of the Federal Council 
is acting as liaison between the churches and the 
School. 


The Bulletin frankly says that this is of particular 
significance because of the recent Detroit Con- 
ference which stated that “‘basic in the (churches’) 
program is a well-educated clergy with a broad 
knowledge of economic problems, sympathetic 
understanding of human behaviour, and first-hand 
experience in dealing with individuals and groups in 
office, shop, farm and factory.” 

It is our strong conviction that Christian business 
men want ministers who know God and His Word, 
who have spiritual perception and power and who 
are able to bring those with whom they come in 
contact to a personal knowledge of the Saviour, 
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leaving to Christians out in the business world to 
yut into practical daily application the way of life 
which a redeemed man should exemplify. 


Here we see two concepts of Christianity and of 
he Christian ministry. We believe Christians must 
make a choice and that choice is as to what Chris- 
tianity is and the method of its application and 
propagation. 


If Christianity is a matter of ethics primarily; if 

is a question of economic principles and social 
‘oncept, then let our ministers take courses in 
economics, agriculture, business management, 
public health and any other of the social sciences. 


Sut, on the other hand, if Christianity is first of 
ill the winning of lost souls to faith in Jesus Christ 
as their Redeemer from sin, and then the indoc- 
trination and instruction of these new-born people 
n the knowledge and believing of His truth, then 
let our ministers learn the Word of God, without 
which they can never be effective witnesses, let 
them be men of prayer and piety, men whose very 
presence will bring to mind the One Whose they 
are and Whom they serve. 


Business men do not expect their pastors to be 
economic experts. They do not go to church to hear 
sociology preached. They want something of eternal 
value. 


We would venture the observation that most of 
the ministers who take this course in economics will 
get some very questionable theories and we further 
venture the strong suspicion that they will be men 
woefully lacking in ability to win souls to Christ. 


We have read numerous booklets and pamphlets 
produced by some of the men active in the Federal 
Council and if the teaching at Chicago University 
follows their line, one will find sniping at the 
‘apitalistic system, the profit motive and competi- 
tion in business. 


In any case, we are absolutely sure that when 
Christian business men find what is being prepared 
as a part of the training of Christian ministers, 
they will ask a lot of questions, very difficult to 
answer. 


Paul gave very specific instructions to his spirit- 
ual son, Timothy: “Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables.’”’ This advice still holds good. 


We do not believe this is of passing importance. 
Theological liberalism certainly seems to engender 
socialistic tendencies. We believe the extreme em- 
phasis on the social aspects of the gospel and the 
minimizing of the need for its supernatural and 
soul-saving power, is the natural result of a the- 
ological position which has as its main emphasis 
the building of a better world, rather than the re- 
demption of the individual soul from sin. 


In any case, the time a minister might spend in 
studying economic problems can be far better 
spent in study of the Bible and the truths it con- 
tains. —L.N.B. 





Behind The Bamboo 
Curtain 


That twenty of our missionaries have been able 
to continue in their work in China has been a source 
of gratification to their friends and to the church 
as a whole. 


These men and women, some of them already 
separated from wives, children and other loved 
ones for years; some of them with seriously impair- 
ed health, most of them in the senior age brackets, 
not only deserve our love and sympathetic interest, 
they deserve the support of our daily and impor- 
tunate prayers. 


We believe the members of our church should 
know a little of the strain under which these 
servants of God are working; the intolerable re- 
strictions imposed on them, the suspicions under 
which they are held, the humiliations to which they 
are frequently subjected and the ever increasing 
difficulties confronting them and their work. 


Obviously we are not free to give the origin of 
our information, but this information comes to us 
first-hand from eight separate sources. Here is 
some of it, without comment: 


“Official announcements to the contrary, this 
government is out to destroy the influence and ef- 
fectiveness of the church, if it can.” 


“There is another move which is becoming in- 
creasingly more ominous—the studied and concer- 
ted effort to isolate Chinese from all Western 
friends and Western influence. For instance, I not 
only cannot itinerate, or even get a travel pass to 
Shanghai for Mission business, but I cannot write 
Chinese letters to preachers and Bible women in 
the country, without embarrassment and difficul- 
ties for them.” 


“We live in a police state and don’t let anyone 
tell you otherwise.” 

“ss finds he cannot conduct a Christian 
______ and wishes to return home to his wife and 
child.” 


“The local authorities have refused —————— a 
travel pass to Shanghai until he pays $28,000.00 in 
U. S. money levied in ‘back taxes’ for the mission 
property in his station.” 

«ss has-been approached by the local 
authorities, insisting that he use Mission funds to 
purchase ‘Victory Bonds.’ This he has, of course, 
refused to do. What the outcome will be we do not 
know.” 


“The preacher we had for special services was 
arrested in the night and held for long questioning 
by the police.” 


“No missionaries are allowed to get into China, 
especially evangelistic missionaries. Two or three 
doctors have gotten permits to return from Hong- 
kong.” 


“Most of us out here need furloughs badly. The 
strain cannot be measured in terms of years on the 
field alone. But, when one leaves, there is little hope 
of getting back.” 


We have before us some pages of information, 
much of which we will not quote, But, the finest 
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sentence is this: “The missionary is bound but the 
Gospel is not bound.” II Tim. 2:9. “Wherein I suf- 
fer trouble, as an evildoer, even unto bonds; but 
the word of God is not bound.’’) 


Despite these conditions our missionaries write 
of the opportunities for service, the contribution 
their presence is able to make, and the great en- 
couragement to be seen in the purifying and 
strengthening of the Christian Church in China. In 
fact, there is manifold evidence of spiritual growth 
and strength. Even in student circles there is great 
encouragement. 


The general impression one gets from numerous 
communications is that the American missionary 
except in large centers, is facing increasing re- 
strictions, indignities and even humiliations; that 
unless there is an unforseen change they will face 
ever increasing oppression from hostile govern- 
ment*, but that at the same time the Christian 
Church in China is a fixture which, despite persecu- 
tion and the hate and opposition of those in 
authority will continue as a witnessing power in 
that land. 


It is also noted that the vaunted efficiency and 
reforms which were expected by some have not 
materialized. Further economic stagnation, infla- 
tion and oppressive taxation has continued and in- 
creased. One former tenant-farmer cynically re- 
marked, “When I was a tenant-farmer under the 
old regime I earned and kept 50 percent of the 
crops I raised. Today I own the land but the govern- 
ment takes 70 percent.” 


Certainly we should pray for the missionaries, 
and for the church, that they may be protected, 
guided and strengthened for the days which lie 
ahead. They are a glorious credit to us. Let us be 
worthy to have them as our representatives. 

—L.N.B. 


, Py editorial in this issue entitled, “For What 
is.” 





The Servant In 
The House 


This is not a dramatic review, although something 
akin to tragedy lurks near. It is in the nature of a 
plea to the cloth, growing out of a situation too 
often obtaining among those who are called of the 
Lord as minister in His Church. 


The stage is all set to corrupt the preacher. The 
danger of spoiling him is not lessened greatly even 
in days of progress, intellectualism, worldiness. 
Looked up to by the younger ones, fawned upon 
by the elder folk, flattered and tempted by the 
herd, sought after by the Devil, and perhaps petted 
by members of his own household, the minister’s 
character as also his work becomes difficult to 
maintain properly. 


The founder and first president of the Texas- 
Mexican Industrial Institute, of Kingsville, Texas, 
used to remark, although himself a man from the 
East, that in the East, a preacher by virtue of his 
office, is coddled, while in the West, if he can pass 
as a man, he will be forgiven for being a preacher. 
At any rate, his position does tend to inflate his 
ego. His very work pushes him inescapably to the 
fore. Dealing with sacred matters, he assumes 
ample proportions. He is elevated above ordinary 
folk. He is tempted to bow to sycophancy; forces 


impel him to dictatorship. He may become manip- 
ulator, master of ceremonies as a matter of fact: 
the inevitable he accepts, monarch of all he surveys, 
petty tyrant of the field, master Smite-’em-hip-and- 
thigh—all of which is very sad, Pity the preacher; 
but do it privately! 


But according to Presbyterian procedure the 
Session has full authority over the affairs of the 
Church. Pressure of circumstances not withstand- 
ing, despite the forces and conditions that tend to 
raise the minister into prominence, in the full light 
of his invitations to monarchy, absolutism, dictator- 
ship, let him remember that his is the position of 
subordination in the House of God. There could 
hardly be any better arrangement for a pastor, 
even aside from the Scriptural element in the situa- 
tion, whether the minister be young or new, or of 
long tenure and old in his office. 


Some new-fangled movement comes to town, and 
the minister is asked to turn over his pulpit to a 
visitor. Instead, he turns the matter over to his 
Session for decision. Or a questionable, perigrinat- 
ing preacher pleads a place in the pulpit; the 
Session comes to the aid of the pastor. A social and 
civic movement asks the Church’s endorsement and 
a sermon on its pet subject, by the popular man 
about town. The Presbyterian incumbent of the 
Sacred Office is most fortunately situated—his 
Session makes all decisions in such instances. 


It is when the pastor either does not know, or 
knowing, does not conform to Presbyterian practice, 
that troubles are augmented and that complications 
multiply. He who does not deport himself aright at 
his own immediate task, becomes domineering and 
dogmatic and kaiseristic in the higher courts of the 
Church. And then disrepute is brought upon her 
fair name. And thus we have the political cast given 
to the religious convocation, with absenting, and 
inattention and lack of conformity to propriety and 
to duty. One wonders if there were any ministers 
among the company that “booed” speakers at the 
1949 General Assembly, and if preachers were in- 
cluded in the number that indulged in hand-clap- 
ping and cheering. The Ruling Elder certainly 
should be acquainted with the proprieties of such 
occasions and evidence a proper decorum for so 
supposedly sacred and solemn body of representa- 
tives of the work and the Church of the Lord. But 
for the Teaching Elder to be in error here is inex- 
cusable, inconscionable! 


What a great thing it would be if every minister 
would put into literal life the example of Him 
Whom we preach, be it in Session meeting or in the 
Highest Court. We read that Moses was faithful in 
all his house, as a servant. And surely it is not too 
much for us to aspire to be like Him who was 
among men as one that serveth. Even as his own 
calling and even as the spirit of our Presbyterian 
polity and the good taste befitting an exalted 
position require—the minister should conduct him- 
self as a servant in the house. —R.F.G. 





The Choice That 
Blights 


“And he gave them their request; but sent lean- 
ness into their souls.” Ps. 106:15. 


How often Christians choose for themselves, or 
for their children, something which in their hearts 
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they know is not God’s will for them. It is the choice 
which blights. 


Such a choice is utterly foolish, but we insist on 
our own desires rather than the will of the One who 
loves us and who knows our present and our future 
lives. 

Supposed advantage or profit warps the judg- 
ment and the promptings of the Devil make us 
think we know that which is best for us, rather 
than God. We take the step and have our way. 
But, instead of happiness, gratification and success 
leanness comes into our souls. 


All of us make these mistakes, unless we have 
learned to live close to the leading hand of the 
strong Son of God. But, when the mistake is made, 
God, in His infinite mercy, still opens up to us 
the way of repentance and restitution. 


The wise man is the one who recognizes his own 
blindness and folly and who turns to the one who 
has promised: “In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths.” —L.N.B. 





For And Against 


Reprinted By Request From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
For September 1, 1949 


“Faithful are the wounds of a friend.’’ Proverbs 


27 36. 

_“The Journal is against too much and for too 
little,” is a criticism which has been leveled against 
us more than once. 


We feel this criticism and we believe it is jus- 
tified in part. On the other hand, we believe the 
positive testimony of this paper has been un- 
equivocally clear, and we further believe that the 
positive message for which we stand is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in its entirety, as it has always been 
interpreted in historical Christian circles and which 
is clearly stated in the Standards of our Church. 


We are for unswerving loyalty to the Word of 
God. We are against denial of that Word, either 
directly or by implication. We believe the depar- 
ture from belief in the entire reliability of the 
Bible is unscholarly and that such teaching is grad- 
ually paralyzing evangelical power. We believe it 
is dishonest to “explain” or “interpret” records of 
events or statements of truths so that these ex- 
planations or interpretations become actual denials 
of the Bible. 


We are for the exaltation of Christ as Saviour 
of the sinner and the Lord of our lives and we 
watch with apprehension the growing emphasis on 
a program rather than emphasis on the word of 
Christ Himself. We believe that a redeemed heart 
will follow the leading of the Holy Spirit into the 
proper social expression of Christianity. 


We are for any form of evangelism which brings 
the individual sinner face to face with his sins and 
points him to the Lamb of God who died for him; 
and this statement means Christ’s vicarious atone- 
ment and shed blood as the sole hope for the be- 
liever. At the same time we are against the grow- 
ing tendency to attempt to educate people into sal- 
vation. We believe that this is impossible. Educa- 
tion has its place but only as a supplement to a 
personal transaction between the sinner and his 
Saviour and this cannot be by-passed. 


We are for more emphasis on Bible study and 
evangelism in summer conferences and for less em- 
phasis on social problems. We belive, for instance, 
that the greatest need of our young people is Scrip- 
tural instruction in purity of heart and way of life 
after they have become Christians. What shall it 
profit them to go back to their homes dedicated to 
elimination of segregation, for instance, but never 
brought face to face with a Christian moral code 
of sex? Why so much on social issues and so little 
on those moral problems involved in “petting,” 
lewd pictures and literature, modern dancing, etc.? 


Finally, we are for that preaching and teaching 
which rightly evaluates between the wisdom of this 
world and God’s divine, inspired and infallible reve- 
lation. We are for that preaching and teaching 
which under the direction of the Holy Spirit, has 
always been used of Him to win souls and build up 
His Church. 


We are not pessimistic about the Church, it is 
the body of Christ, His bride. But, we believe there 
are emphases and tendencies in the Church which 
exalt man and dishonor God. We believe these em- 
phases and tendencies must be judged in the light 
of the Bible and that the Church maintains her 
spiritual power only as she is spiritual. 


We believe Paul had this in mind when he wrote 
to the Romans: “For other foundations can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall de- 
clare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it 
is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved: yet so as by fire.” 


Obviously it is the Christian’s duty to distinguish 
as far as he can, between the gold, silver and pre- 
cious stones on the one hand, and the wood, hay 
and stubble on the other. Our judgments may err 
but the prayer of our heart is that this Journal 
may magnify Him and His Word. —L.N.B. 





Are We Prepared? 


The life of a Christian is one of constant warfare 
and it is the most difficult possible; it is a spiritual 
conflict, with Satan and his hosts seeking our un- 
doing. 


Paul says: “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 


The personality and malignity of the Devil is 
as clearly taught in the Bible as is the plan of 
salvation and many Christians fail because they do 
not recognize this fact. 


But, God has provided the means whereby we 
can not only stand against the Devil but also have 
the victory over him. “Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil—that ye may be able to with- 


stand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.” 


It is the purpose of this editorial to study this 
“whole armour” and to encourage us Christians to 
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make use of it. What is this armour? We will go 
from the head downward. 


The “helmet of salvation’: The life of a Chris- 
tian begins with an experience of personal salvation 
from sin. This experience may be a sudden and 
ecstatic realization of the saving power of Christ; 
or, it may come to those from Christian homes and 
godly surroundings in a way which makes it im- 
possible for them to say when they were saved. 
But, it must be a factual experience, a realization 
that our sins have been forgiven and that we are 
saved for all eternity by the atoning work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. For one who has never experi- 
enced the glorious fact of personal salvation, to 
attempt to live as a Christian and to work as a 
Christian, is an utter impossibility. There may be 
earnestness of motive but there will be futility of 
effort, confusion to others, and certain defeat. 


The “breastplate of righteousness’: No protest- 
ations of Christian faith can cover up an inconsist- 
ent life. This righteousness is not something which 
man has within himself but it is the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ which is imputed to us by faith in 
Him. The world should see in us, as a breastplate, 
those Christian graces of purity, honesty, self re- 
straint, love, etc., which are supernaturally given 
by the Holy Spirit. 


The “loins girt about with truth’: Again a 
demand for a daily walk which is consistent with 
Christian profession. The Christian must be person- 
ally identified with Christ and He who is “the way, 
the truth, and the life,’”’ should have in us, walking 
examples of His redeeming grace. God is truth and 
the Devil is the father of lies. Truth and honesty 
must characterize the Christian’s life. 


“Your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace”: The Christian religion is both 
static and dynamic. It is static in that its message 
of salvation by grace, through the atoning work of 
Christ, has never changed. Before Calvary man was 
saved by looking forward to the work of the Re- 
deemer. Since Calvary this salvation has been 
solely on a basis of His finished work. On the other 
hand, Christianity is dynamic, living, ever working 
and looking forward in its proclamation of the 
gospel. The Christian is authorized to and justified 
in using any and every means to proclaim this 
message. Christian missions and every activity look- 
ing towards winning men to Christ and strengthen- 
ing them in their faith and work is a demonstration 
of the witnessing He has ordained as the great 
task of the Christian and the Church. 


“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
ye shall be able to quence all the fiery darts of the 
wicked’: Faith is the only movable part of the 
Christian’s defensive armour. The reason for this 
is plain; Satan attacks in so many places and from 
so many directions. He is subtile and unless the 
Christian exercises faith, Satan will wound, even 
fatally. Too often we try to rationalize the Devil’s 
attacks. Too often we think educational attainments 
and intellectual acumen will suffice. The one shield, 
against which the cunning darts of the evil one will 
be blunted and fall harmlessly, is the shield of 
faith. This faith is an enduring faith in God, His 
Son and His Word. 


“And the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God’’: Here God has given us but one means of 
aggressive warfare, all other parts of the Christian’s 
armor are for defensive purposes. The Devil knows 
this. He fears this sword for its use always means 


his defeat. Our Lord illustrated the use of th: 
Sword of the Spirit at the time of his temptation in 
the wilderness. The perennial and recurring attack 
of Satan on the Word of God began in the garden 
of Eden and continue down to the present day. 


If man can be convinced that this sword whic! 
God has given him is a defective, a bent, an onl; 
partially trustworthy instrument; if he can b 
brought to doubt the authoritative power of thi 
sword, then the Christian will neglect its use, h: 
will fail to bring into play against the temptations 
the demoniacal machinations of the evil one, th 
one thing which can accomplish his defeat. Litt] 
wonder that Satan uses such supreme effort t 
discredit this sword of his undoing. Little wonde 
too that where the Bible, the sword of the Spirit, is 
held in question the Church is lacking in powe1 
We ask our readers to earnestly consider this phe 
nomenon. Satan constantly tries to blind the eye 
of men to the inescapable fact that the Word o 
God, with its life giving wisdom and power, is the 
one thing he fears above all else. 


We believe it is capable of constant demonstra 
tion that the man who knows, believes and uses th¢ 
Scriptures is the man with spiritual power, not 
only in the winning of souls but also in the dail) 
application of the Word in his own life and that oi 
the community in which he lives. At the same time, 
lacking knowledge of and faith in the Bible, a man 
may earn every degree accorded those in education 
al endeavor and he will be lacking in spiritual 
power and in spiritual results. 


To those who hold an impaired view of this sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God, we would plead: 
give it a trial; use it and see; step out on faith and 
get a demonstration of the fact that thereby the 
power of God is made effective. Forget those books 
you have read, those lectures you have heard 
which have held in question the absoulte reliability 
of and authority of the Bible. At least give th« 
claims of this sword a chance of practical applica- 
tion. If you do, your ministry will be revolutionized 
you will have power you never had before, and you 
will be aware of the fact that you are now waging a 
winning battle against the enemy of souls. 


—L.N.B. 


Are we prepared? 





™ 99 ; ™ e 
“Culture” Or “Christ” 

Has there developed in these recent decades a 
new “yard stick” by which Christianity may be 
gaged? Has the “popularity” of a Minister re- 
placed in importance the content of his “message’’? 
Has the “personality” of a Bible teacher become 
more vital than the support of a Whole Bible in his 
teaching? Too frequently this would seem to be 
true! 


It is not necessary that the Minister be unpopular 
in order to bring a sound message or a teacher be 
without personality to produce sound teaching. 
Many of our greatest and most beloved Preachers 
and Teachers have in the past and still have a 
ringing message of Truth from the Book of books 
—‘undiluted”’! 


BUT—with seemingly increasing incident—Min- 
isters and Teachers whose message has long since 
and openly departed from the undebatable tenets 
of Historic Protestant Christianity and the official- 
ly declared standards of the Church which they 
serve—these Ministers and Teachers are retained 
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and advanced because they are “popular” with their 
congregations or classes. 


Obviously and OF COURSE it is to be desired 
that they be richly acceptable with their congrega- 
tion and classes! But, where this exercise of the- 
ological freedom outside of their respective church 
tenets is admitted—in fact, in some cases has con- 
tributed to their “popularity”’—do not their gifts 
and winsomeness increase the DANGER of their 
service rather than enhance that service? 


The Apostle Paul was clear on this vital point: 
“T know no man after the flesh.” His “yard stick” 
was not “popularity” but “Christ-likeness!”’ 


The “popular” preacher or teacher too frequent- 
ly desires to present a “broad” Christianity. The 
Christian’s Bible reveals no “broad” Christianity! 
Like it or not—the Book is clear! Christ didn’t 
mince words! “I am THE way’; “NO man cometh 
to the Father but by ME”; “There is NO other 
name, under Heaven, given among men whereby we 
may be saved!’’ The whole message of The Book is 
“exclusive!” It shares with no other the power of 
real and true salvation! The “Fatherhood of God 
and Brotherhood of Man” is indeed a beautiful 
phrase, BUT—outside of the “redeemed” through 
Christ’s vicarious gift—it is not found in the Chris- 
tian’s Bible. Those who reject His exclusive mess- 
age—He said, were “of your father, the Devil!” 
“He’s not really ‘lost,’ why he is a fine cultured 
gentleman!” But! Christ said, “One thing thou 
lackest,”” and that one thing is the humble accept- 
ance of Christ—accepted as a personal Saviour— 
in his personal life—whether “cultured gentleman” 
or “sordid sinner!” “Lovable,” “cultured,” ‘“well- 
to-do,” “‘attractive!” Of course, he was attractive! 
“And (Christ) looking upon him loved him,” but 
Christ still classified him as “LOST!” outside of 
His Kingdom! 





This substitution of 
pentance” is not a “Presbyterian problem.” It 
exists horizontially across Protestant Christianity. 
It has become so prevalent that “Life” magazine 
recently (Dec. 26, 1949 issue—Editorial page) 
carried a searching editorial thereon and “Time,” 
we are advised, has found it of sufficient preval- 
ence to include not infrequent references thereto. 


Without debate, Billy Frank Graham is today the 
nation’s greatest and most widely sought after 
evangelist. And what is his message? “Thus saith 
the Lord,” the exclusive story of Salvation by a 
Crucified Saviour from the Old Book and support- 
ing the Whole Book! Cultured? Popular? Winsome? 
Tens of thousands from his recent overflowing 
audiences from Los Angeles to Boston answer 
“YES”—but also a message carrying with it “the 
Power of God unto Salvation,” for thousands 
who heard and believed! Only the foolish decry the 
attractiveness of refined, attractive culture—BUT 
“culture” without simple and redeemed consecra- 
tions is also—without Power! Does the “rating up” 
of the importance of “culture” and “personality” 
and “Attractiveness” and the “rating down’”’ of the 
essential “‘Thus Saith The Lord” from a wholly 
inspired Book account for the Protestant Church’s 
loss of Power? We wonder! —T.G. 
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Students And The 
Gospel 


During his recent New England evangelistic 
campaign Rev.Billy Graham was invited to speak to 
the students and faculty at Brown University. 
Three thousand attended, showing deep interest in 
a message about the need for personal salvation. 


A few days later, a joint meeting of students 
from M. I. T., Harvard and Boston University was 
held late one afternoon to hear Mr. Graham. Four 
thousand came and listened in rapt attention. Some 
students came from a distance for this meeting, one 
of them from Princeton Theological Seminary. On 
his return to the Seminary he remarked: “I feel 
that that meeting has revolutionized my outlook on 
the ministry.” 


One of the gravest mistakes Christian educators 
can make is to think that the modern student 
neither needs nor will he respond to the evangelical 
preaching of a past generation. There is abundant 
evidence to show that throughout America today 
students are showing indifference to the diluted 
and humanized version of the gospel while they at 
the same time open their hearts in warm response 
to the appeal of the Christ who saves and keeps 
and satisfies. —L.N.B. 


Apropos of the above editorial we publish below 
a recent letter from President V. Raymond Edman, 
of Wheaton College. If revival strikes the campuses 
of the Colleges and Universities of America we can 
lift up our heads in anticipation of a mighty sweep- 
ing of America for Christ. —H.B 


Wheaton, Ill. 
March 27, 1950. 


Fellow servant of God: 


“Set us afire, Lord; stir us, we pray!” The pages 
of history are eloquent on the matter of revival 
among students. Suppose we examine just two pages 
by way of illustration. First from England: 


The revival began in a small knot of Oxford 
students, whose revolt against the religious 
deadness of their times showed itself in ascetic 
observances, an enthusiastic devotion, and a 
methodical regularity of life... (from: Green, 
A Short History of the English People, Page 
708). 


What revival was this? None other than the tre- 
mendous Wesleyan movement in eighteenth-century 
England. It lifted England from its lowest ebb of 
religious life in the Age of Reason to heights of 
missionary and moral zeal—to the salvation of 
millions at home and in the colonies. And it began 
with students! 


Another page is from the contribution of Timothy 
Dwight to our American history: 


He made it his prime purpose to see that each 
(student) returned home strong in the faith 

He drove infidelity from first one lurking 
place and then another, finally mopping up 
and cleansing the whole stronghold (Yale) 
through a moral purification. After long and 
patient waiting, in the spring of 1802, a mo- 
mentous religious revival occurred ... In the 
words of one of Dwight’s disciples, persuasion 
and divine truth, through the blessing of God, 
changed the college from “a sink of moral and 
spiritual pollution into a residence not only of 
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science and literature, but of morality and re- 
ligion, a nursery of piety and virtue ...” 
(from: Cunningham, Timothy Dwight, a Bi- 
ography, Page 303). 


Through students the Second Great Awakening be- 
gan in America at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, with unmeasured blessing to our land. Is 
history repeating itself, and is the Most High 





turning the hearts of our careless, Christless gene- 
ration back to Himself through students? We trust 
so! 

Do pray with us to that end, that revival may 
spread throughout America and the world. The 
hour for revival has struck! 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 
V. Raymond Edmen, President. 








The International Christian 
University In Japan 


By Rev. William A. McIlwaine 
Kobe, Japan 


With the question of our church’s contributing 
toward the building of the International Christian 
University in Japan being agitated, it becomes 
more and more evident that the university as 
pictured by many of its supporters is rather dif- 
ferent from the university as conceived in the 
minds of its immediate builders and described in 
its own constitution. This difference is so great 
that those of us who know the facts are under 
moral obligation to make them known in order that 
the question may be judged on its actual merits. 
The question primarily is not whether our church 
can cooperate with other churches in educational or 
any other work, but whether this particular task is 
legitimately a part of the church’s work. The 
church’s task is set forth in the great commission in 
Matthew 28: 19, 20, nothing more and nothing less. 
The International Christian University as now con- 
stituted is not primarily committed to the fulfill- 
ment of this task, but would use Christianity for 
ends that for the Christian are secondary, though 
good in their intention. 


I would not oppose in the least the contribution 
of any amount of money, however large, by any one 
who wishes to do in Japan what the university sets 
forth as its purpose, just as I would not oppose, for 
example, gifts to reproduce Yale University in 
Japan. Such gifts would probably accomplish much 
for Japan’s educational system and toward liberal- 
izing the country, but they should never be labeled 
as gifts toward the work of the church in foreign 
missions. If anyone insists that they should be so 
labeled, and the church puts its imprimatur upon 
them I should like for him to consider the facts 
presented below. 


I happen to be in a position to speak on this 
question with more first-hand knowledge than any 
other member of the Japan Mission, for I was 
invited to become a trustee of the institution, and 
when I declined was asked to be present as an 
observer at the meeting at Gotemba last July when 
the governing body was organized and the institu- 
tion really became an entity. I attended the meeting 
and did most of the interpreting that was required, 
and for that reason paid most careful attention to 
all that was said and made many notes. 


_ Whether the International Christian University 
in the long run will actually do a better job aca- 
demically than any of the existing universities that 


are under Christian auspices will do, I have no way 
of knowing. But at any rate it has a chance to 
start out on a new basis without being hampered by 
traditions that have their roots in weak or mistaken 
elements in Japanese educational system and pro- 
cedure. Futhermore, it seemed to me at the meeting 
that the new university was starting well from the 
educational point of view. It refused to compromise 
its educational principles and its determination to 
be a university for actual graduate work in order 
to satisfy the demands from Japanese contributors 
that it open its doors at once. So now it is gathering 
a faculty and giving them special training, and 
plans to receive a comparatively small number of 
students when it does open. I certainly wish it 
success in its academic program, and hope it will 
hold firmly to its principles. For if it does it is 
bound to raise the standards and aims and improve 
the methods of Japanese higher education. 


But these virtues in themselves do not offer a 
reason for support by churches. I believe that the 
only legitimate reason for a church to establish 
and maintain institutions for secular education is 
better to integrate the Word of God into the 
thought and life of people, especially the young. 
This, I am convinced, the International Christian 
University in Japan, as now constituted, in spite of 
all of its excellent and needed features, will not be 
able to do, for the following reasons. 


I. According to the University constitution, which 
was gone over carefully in English and Japanese at 
the Gotemba meeting, the Christian faith is not 
primary, but is made secondary to certain very 
good aims. There seems to be misunderstanding on 
the part of friends of the university on this point, 
for Dr. McLean states in his article in The Presby- 
terian Outlook for March 13 that the chief object 
of the university “is to help in evangelizing and 
Christianizing a great nation whose door is now 
wide open.” It is strange that the constitution does 
not come out boldly and say this clearly. It would 
seem that the project already has got out of hand 
and left its first objectives far behind. 


In the preamble to the constitution it is “friends 
of Japan in the United States of America, Canada, 
and other like-minded people throughout the world, 
... believing that Christian faith and practice are 
the basis of true democracy and desiring to express 
their good will to the citizens of Japan who are 











nay 
The 


ish 
is 


ng. 
an 


be 


ich 


Lot 
ry 


es 


ds 
la, 
id, 
re 
SS 
re 











June 1, 1950 











THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


The College offers to well prepared students scholarships or self-help so as to reduce ex- 


penses. For literature and other information, address: 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN 
DECATUR ... GEORGIA 





endeavoring to create a new democratic nation” 
(Not Christians as such)—who “have resolved, in 
cooperation with the Japanese” (not specifically 
Japanese Christians)—“to aid in the founding and 
development of the International Christian Uni- 
versity.”” The motive is evidently one of good will 
in which all with a high regard for Christianity 
(whether themselves Christians or not) can unite 
to show how much they wish to help the Japanese 
who are trying to make their nation a democratic 
one. This is a high motive, but not necessarily 
Christian beyond expressing recognition of Chris- 
tian faith as the foundation of true democracy. 


Article III, Purposes, reads: “With the highest 
educational standards and a program founded n 
the Christian faith the university will seek to pre- 
pare leaders for the building of a new Japan dedi- 
cated to peace and contributing to the progress of 
world culture. Toward that end...” (Here follow 
six sections). 


1. (About emphasis upon graduate work.) 


2. “The faculty shall be selected from among 
men and women of the highest scholastic standing, 
not only in Japan but throughout the world, persons 
of faith and learning.’”’ (When this heading was 
under discussion Dr. Diffendorfer was asked by a 
Japanese if the phrase “persons of faith and learn- 
ing” meant persons of Christian faith. His reply 
was that “faith” referred, not to the Christian 
faith, but to a process of life. However, there is a 
provision elsewhere that all faculty members shall 
be Christians. ) 


3. “Through intimate, personal relationship be- 
tween students and faculty, and through planned 
group living, it shall seek to develop Christian 
character, uplift personality and advance learning.” 


4, 5. (stating further good aims). 


6. “The university shall admit men and women of 
any land who are Christians and others who are 
seeking a higher education within the ideals and 
aims of the university.” 


That is, the purpose is to “prepare leaders for 
the building of a new Japan dedicated to peace and 
contributing to the progress of world culture.”’ In 
the “program founded on the Christian faith” 
which will help realize this purpose, as given in 
six sections, only one of three items in the third 
section, “develop Christian character,’ is distinc- 
tively Christian, unless the provision that Chris- 
tians among others will be admitted as students is 
considered as belonging in the same class. 
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Whatever may have been the original object or 
the object the donors to the university had in 
mind, the only object the foundation is committed 
to further is preparing leaders for making a new 
Japan and among other things to develop Christian 
character as a means to that end. It is idle to say 
that the university will do much more to be definit- 
ely Christian. 


If those who drew up the policy for the institu- 
tion intended anything more why did they not say 
so? 


II. The terms “Christian,” “Christian faith” and 
“evangelical Christian faith” are used in the Con- 
stitution, but nowhere is there any definition of 
their meaning. 


In Article V, Section 1, it is stated that all the 
trustees “shall be of the Christian faith” and in 
Section 5 “shall be professed Christians of the 
evangelical churches.” Section 5 reads, “all mem- 
bers of the faculty of every rank shall be Chris- 
tians of the evangelical faith.” (This rule, even 
with the added proviso that in emergency when no 
qualified evangelical Christian is available someone 
else may be employed on a temporary basis, is far 
superior to the practice of almost every mission or 
church connected school in Japan.) When a Japan- 
ese member asked Dr. Diffendorfer if “evangelical 
faith” was used in the sense of a certain recognized 
kind of Christian faith, the reply was that the term 
was not used in that sense, but as equivalent .to 
Protestant, the latter word having been avoided 
because it was a fighting word, and no unnecessary 
offense should be given to Roman Catholics. 
Whether Dr. Diffendorfer’s explanation of the 
meaning of this word is what is understood by all 
supporters of the university or not, it is evident 
that the term is so vague that a responsible official 
of the university can define it in terms of the lest 
possible content. Evidently the constitution was 
drawn up with an eye to outside reactions rather 
than to careful definite statement of purpose so 
that the institution might be kept true to its pur- 
pose in the future. This vague use of the term 
“evangelical” also means that provided a trustee 
or faculty member is a member of any evangelical 
Protestant Church nothing further in regard to his 
belief or teaching can be made an issue of any kind 
by the university or its supporters. 


Even a cursory examination of the literature on 
Biblical, theological, and devotional subjects pub- 
lished in America in recent years will show that 
there are men, often very many and very eminent, 
in almost everyone of the principal Protestant 
denominations who deny or gloss over or declare to 
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be of little consequence one or more of the major 
doctrines taught in the Scriptures, among them 
even doctrines stated in the creeds of all churches 
having creeds. Yet these men remain in good stand- 
ing in their respective churches and are often 
praised and followed. In these days, in the case of 
far too many denominations, to say that a man, 
even a minister, is in good standing in his denom- 
ination is to say little or nothing as to what he 
believes. 


To those who believe that recognition of and 
belief in the triune God and His revelation in the 
Scriptures are necessary for undistorted knowledge 
of truth of all kinds, the faith of each trustee and 
teacher is a matter of grave concern. And to have 
nothing whatsoever that can be appealed to as a 
standard of faith is an insuperable obstacle to con- 
fidence in the institution. 


Perhaps some will say what one trustee said to 
me privately after I had named this indefiniteness 
as a reason for our Mission’s decision against 
participation in the university, ‘After all he said, 
‘“‘We must select the right men and trust them.” But 
how can the right man be chosen with anything like 
confidence when no more definite faith than is 
implied in membership in a Protestant church can 
be asked of him? And how can an institution which 
is unwilling to say what its faith is produce men 
and women who on their own part will state and 
stand by their faith and principles? 


The tragedy of it all is that this sort of institu- 
tion is bound to fail to provide both the foundation 
for true democracy, and to develop strong Chris- 
tian character. 


The Christian faith that laid the foundations of 
true democracy was a faith that had as its object 
the glory of God (not an ideal government or 
society) that knew what it believed and declared 
it boldly, that could tell King James he was a sub- 
ject of King Jesus or could endure Bedford jail 
rather than agree not to proclaim clearly in public 
the eternal gospel. That kind of faith gave freedom 
of religion and freedom of speech their birth. Is it 
possible that it will be different in Japan—that 
there a university which says it uses the gospel of 
God for excellent human ends but is unwilling to 
define that gospel and, faith will bring about 
smoothly and with general approval a true democ- 
racy founded upon men who declare boldy the 
truth of God though the world be against them? 


III. The kind of appeal that is being made on 
behalf of the university and the evident basis for 
choosing sponsors are matters that will necessarily 
have a profound effect upon the nature of the 
university. 


To begin with, if we believe our Lord when He 
said the widow who cast in two mites had given 
more than all the others, we must believe the ef- 
fectiveness of a contribution in accomplishing the 
work of the kingdom of God is to be measured by 
the motive of the gift and not by the quanity. And 
if the motive determines the usefulness of the gift, 
how can a gift that is not from the motive of 
glorifying God do anything of any value in the 
Kingdom? That God can make even the wrath of 
man to praise Him does not invalidate this princi- 
ple. A stream does not rise any higher than its 
source, and contributions to the university will be 
no exception to the rule. The results of non- 
Christian contributions will not be truly Christian. 





It has been boasted as an evidence of the great in- 
terest of the Japanese people that 95 percent of the 
150 million yen raised in Japan was from non- 
Christians. This interest is bound to boomerang 
some day if the wishes of the mass of Japanese are 
not given due consideration. At Gotemba there was 
already some evidence of this. 


It might as well be known in America that con- 
tributions in Japan were prorated for all sections 
of the country. Semi-officially (the Bank of Japan, 
rather than a Christian body, was the collecting 
agency) business firms and other organizations in 
each district were told what they would be expected 
to contribute. The matter of raising the money be- 
came a matter of national pride. Japan over-sub- 
scribed her quota before America had begun to 
raise hers! 


Mr. Ichimada was chosen to head the collections 
in Japan because of his position and prominence, as 
well as his interest. He is now heading the collec- 
tions for the great Roman Catholic University 
which will be built in Japan. Prominent persons in 
the occupation who sponsored the Internationa! 
Christian University are also sponsoring the Roman 
Catholic University. Their official position makes 
— impossible for them to sponsor only one of 
them. 


The appeal is being made on the basis of the 
greatness of the project, of the names behind it, of 
the united support of all the major denominations 
execept our own. Even the Southern Baptists have 
an unofficial relationship. Therefore we must sup- 
port the movement too! Are such considerations 
proper grounds for doing anything whatsoever in 
the service of Christ? 


The Japan Mission took the following action in 
regard to the university on June 5, 1949: 


“1. We believe that the whole work of our Mis- 
sion should be directed to the one end of carrying 
out our Lord’s command: ‘Make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them into the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit; teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.’ We desire to cooperate with all who are trying 
to obey this command. We believe, however, that 
we would be unfaithful to this command if we 
should cooperate in work in which the great truths 
and commands of our Lord are not clearly and 
fearlessly stated, thus saying, it is not necessary to 
teach all our Lord commanded. 


“2. We have no assurance that even the sponsors 
of the proposed university have come to a settle- 
ment of what they mean when they say ‘Christian 
principles,’ ‘evangelical Christian faith,’ or ‘highest 
Christian ideals.’ Unless there is some definite 
standard the students of the university may come to 
have erroneous ideas about the fundamental truths 
of Christianity. The support by our church of the 
proposed university would confuse the issue regard- 
ing the witness of the Japan Mission. 


“3. Neither the Foundation nor the University is 
responsible in any way to any ecclesiastical body. 


“4. The purpose for which the Foundation is 
formed is for the advancement of the Japanese 
people. The purpose thus stated is misleading since 
the purpose of any Christian institution should be 
clearly stated as being primarily for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Christ. The statement is 
again misleading since it is used to enlist the finan- 
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cial aid of Japanese who are not in the least 
interested in the establishment of the Church of 
Christ. Posters advertising the proposed university, 
placed in banks all over Japan, state that it is for 
the ‘rebuilding of Japan,’ and do not emphasize 
that it is Christian. 

“5. It is not deemed necessary to call attention 
in detail to the educational program of the Mission 
itself, which will tax the resources of our church, 
except to say that it would appear the wiser policy 
to confine our efforts in personnel and funds to 
those institutions where responsibility and policy 
are clearly and definitely stated.” 


In view of the agitation of the matter in our 
church, the Japan Mission has very recently taken 
another action which has been communicated to the 
Board of World Missions. In this action the previous 
action just quoted was reiterated in regard to the 
university as now constituted, but a full statement 
was added suggesting several changes in the con- 
stitutions of the Foundation and of the University, 
which if made would make co-operation not only 
possible but desirable, but without which co- 
operation would be impossible. These proposed 
changes are revolutionary, yet express what many 
desiring to support the university hope will be its 
aim. 

What I have written has to do with the university 
as now constituted. It has been said that our 
church is being judged by others as to whether it 
can co-operate with other churches. That may be 
true, but such judgment should not move us in 
either direction, for we shall stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ, and then it will make less 
than no difference how our contemporaries or even 
church historians may have judged us. Futhermore, 
this issue of co-operation is necessarily secondary. 
Co-operation is right or wrong according to the 
nature of the matter in which co-operation is 
practiced. “Now it is required in stewards that a 
man be found faithful.” 


If they are faithful they will co-operate with 
other faithful stewards in common tasks that are 
faithful, and their only cooperation will be of that 
kind. Faithful stewards will never be afraid to say 
clearly what their purpose is so that they can re- 
cognize and help one another. Until the Interna- 
tional Christian University declares its primary aim 
is to carry out our Lord’s command, provides safe- 
guards to see that it is carried out, and makes its 
appeal on the basis of this command I believe that 
our Church would be unfaithful to its trust should 
it give it support. 
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The Case Against The Federal 
Council Of Churches 


By L. E. Faulkner 


Hattiesburg, Miss 


John T. Flynn, in Chapter 10 of his book ‘‘The 
Road Ahead,” presents a very strong case against 
the Federal Council of Churches. 


Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of 
the Council, and the official statement of the 
Executive Committee of the Council in their little 
book “The Truth About The Federal Council of 
Churches” make an attempt to discredit Mr. Flynn’s 
case against the Council, but fail. The Council in 
their ‘“‘name calling” attempt to discredit the facts 
as presented by Mr. Flynn completely ignore the 
real issues in the case against the Federal Council. 


John T. Flynn, in his little booklet “John T. 
Flynn Replies To His Critics,’ gives a complete 
reply to the attempt on the part of Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, Mr. Charles P. Taft, Bishop G. 
Oxnam, Dr. E. Stanley Jones and other leaders of 
the Council to weaken Mr. Flynn’s strong case 
against the Federal Council of Churches. 


It is to be hoped that every church officer and 
all other members of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church will read Chapter 10 of Mr. Flynn’s book 
“The Road Ahead,” “The Truth About The Federal 
Council of Churches’”—the little booklet published 
by the Federal Council of Churches, and Mr. Flynn’s 
little booklet entitled “John T. Flynn Replies To 
His Critics.” If a large majority of the more than 
six hundred thousand members of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church would take the time to 
thoughtfully and prayerfully inform themselves re- 
garding certain activities and objectives of the 
Council that are contrary to the Constitution of our 
Church and enemies of the individual competitive 
enterprise system and our republican form of 
government, our affiliation with the Council would 
be short-lived. Comparatively few members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church know that the Feder- 
al Council of Churches has committed more than 
3,600 of our churches to FEPC legislation, non- 
segregation of races, President Truman’s so-called 
civil rights program, socialized medicine, socialized 
insurance, increase in minimum wage rates, our 
government guaranteeing full employment, social 
planning and control of the credit and monetary 
systems, organization of workers in agriculture, 
and subordination of the profit motive to the “‘cre- 
ative and cooperative spirit.”” Many of these ac- 
tivities and objectives, as I have stated, are con- 
trary to the Constitution of our Church and enemies 
of the individual competitive enterprise system and 
our republican form of government. 


With due deference I challenge Dr. Samuel Mc- 
Crea Cavert, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones or any member of the powerful Exe- 
cutive Committee of the Council to disprove state- 
ments I have made. I am prepared to furnish 
documentary evidence from the official records of 
the Council to prove any charges I have made 
against the Federal Council of Churches. Inasmuch 
as I am an elder in a Presbyterian Church no 
leader in the Federal Council of Churches can 
attempt to discredit my charges against the Council 


by stating that I am a Catholic nor can they state 
that I was ever “deposed from the ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.,” nor can they 
accuse me of being a member of the Ku Klux Klan. 


I do plead guilty of being a sinner—a hopelessly 
lost sinner apart from our Saviour, Lord Jesus, and 
God’s plan of salvation, which is not dependent 
upon anything mere man does or fails to do—No, 
not dependent in any way on the Federal Council’s 
so-called social gospel to which the Council’s power- 
ful Executive Committee, that requires a quorum 
of only fifteen persons, is committing the members 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


When the powerful Executive Committee of the 
Council speaks on economic, political, social and 
racial questions, it commits the members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and all other de- 
nominations which comprise the Council to all the 
activities and objectives of the Council, even though 
very few of the church members comprising these 
different denominations know this to be true. As 
proof of this fact I quote two official statements by 
the Executive Committee. The first statement which 
was unanimously adopted on January 17, 1950, 
reads as follows: 


“The Federal Council is the instrument through 
which the denominations themselves work to- 
gether in matters of common concern, and is 
not an independent body. An attack upon the 
Council, accordingly, is essentially an attack 
not upon a separate organization but upon the 
denominations which comprise it and without 
which it would have no existence.” 


In an official declaration made by the Executive 
Committee on March 25, 1947, they stated: 


“The Council follows the consensus of judg- 
ment among the leaders whom the denomina- 
tions appoint to represent them in the Council 
and its Executive Committee. While the posi- 
tion taken with reference to any specific issue 
may not be supported by all members of all the 
churches, it is believed that it reflects the 
central trend of thoughtful opinion among 
those who have studied the matter in the light 
of Biblical teaching.” 


Just as long as the Southern Presbyterian Church 
is affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches 
just that long will our Church be an accessory to 
the acts and objectives of the Council, and many 
of the acts and objectives of the Council are bad. 
I would not accuse any of the leaders of the Council 
of being Communists, but I am stating that many 
of the activities and objectives of the Council are 
pleasing to the Communists, the Socialists, the Fair 
Dealers, and others who believe in planned and 
managed economy on the part of the government. 


I have before me a little leaflet published by the 
Carolina District of the Communist Party, U. S. A. 
The subject of the leaflet is “A program To Win A 
Better Life For The People of North Carolina.” 
There is a striking similarity between this program 
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and the activities and objectives of the Federal 
Council of Churches. The Communist Party, U.S.A., 
advocates FEPC legislation, non-segregation of 
races, guaranteed full employment, Federal Aid to 
Education, distribution of wealth by taxation, de- 
feat of all so-called anti-labor bills; and under the 
heading “‘United Labor Action—Or Else!” it is 
stated: 


“Farmers, professionals, all Negro people, 
small business men—join with labor in this 
fight. It’s a struggle between the millions of 
people on one side and the handful of billion- 
en trusts on the other. Labor’s side is YOUR 
side!’ 


The Carolina District of the Communist Party, 
U. S. A., also states: 


“Write us for more details on any point. Ask 
us for our program of SOCIALISM—when the 
people, led by the workers, will own the 
factories, the mines, the banks, etc., and pro- 
duce for the use of all instead of the profit 
of a few!” 


I have in my files information from the files of 
the Committee on Un-American Activities concern- 
ing many of the present day leaders of the Federal 
Council of Churches. This information shows that 
many of the prominent leaders of the Council, in- 
cluding former Presidents, have been connected 
with Communist-front organizations—un-American 
organizations. One does not have to depend upon 
the American Council of Christian Laymen for in- 
formation showing that many of the leaders of the 
Federal Council have been affiliated with Com- 
munist-front organizations. Anyone can secure in- 


formation, as did I, by addressing a letter to the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, United 
States House of Representatives, Washington, D. 
C. In the Council’s little book “The Truth About 
The Federal Council of Churches,” Appendix II, 
page 19, no doubt written by Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, it is stated that these charges against some 
of the leaders of the Council “reaches the depths of 
the ridiculous,” but on page 20 Dr. Cavert states: 
“There are, of course, some individuals who are 
related both to the Federal Council and to some of 
the listed organizations.” 


Dr. Cavert refers to certain allegations that he 
is affiliated with some of these Communist-front 
organizations, for example, he denies that he was 
ever affiliated with the magazine, ‘The Protestant.’ 
Let me quote two paragraphs from the report I re- 
ceived from the Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities, dated December 7, 1948: 


“Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert was listed in the 
‘Daily Worker’ of February 21, 1939 (p. 3) as 
one of the patrons of the American Youth 
Congress. The Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities cited the American Youth 
Congress as a ‘Communist youth front organi- 
zation’ in Report 1311. In the Special Commit- 
tee’s Report 2277 of June 1942, we note that 
‘The American Youth Congress was promin- 
ently identified with the White House picket 
line which, under the immediate auspices of the 
American Peace Mobilization, opposed every 
measure of national defense up until the very 
day that Hitler attacked Russia. From its very 
inception the American Youth Congress has 
been one of the principal fronts of the Com- 
munist Party.’ 
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“The name of Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
identified as General Secretary, Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, appeared in the list of sponsors 
of the ‘Protestantism Answers Hate’ dinner- 
forum held under the auspices of the Protes- 
tant Digest Associates in February 1941. The 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
cited the ‘Protestant Digest,’ later known as 
the ‘Protestant’ in its Report 1311 of March 
29, 1944.” 


Bishop Francis J. McConnell, Past President of the 
Federal Council, has been listed as being affiliated 
with 27 different Communist front organizations. 
I have in my files a letter dated November 18, 
1947, written on the official letterhead of the 
National Religion and Labor Foundation, and signed 
by Francis J. McConnell, Honorary President. The 
letterhead shows a large list of members of the 
General Executive Board and this list includes 
men like Liston Pope, John A. Lapp, Jerome Davis, 
John G. Ramsey, Walter P. Reuther, James B. 
Carey and Kermit Eby. Dr. Liston Pope has been 
very active in the Federal Council of Churches. 
The Annual Report of the Council for the year 1945 
praised Dr. Liston Pope’s work as Chairman of the 
Industrial Relations Division in these words: 


“The counsel and help of Professor Liston 
Pope of Yale University Divinity School as 
Chairman of the Division has been of utmost 
value to the work of the Division.” 


The National Religion and Labor Foundation has 
been listed as a Communist front organization and 
described as follows: 


“Set up by radicals, in 1932, to propagandize 
‘the new social order;’ to give active coopera- 
tion to strikers, at the same time seeking the 
revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist sys- 
tem. Its directing personnel and National Com- 
mittee were composed almost exclusively of 
Socialists and Communists. Writing in its of- 
ficial organ, one of its officers says: ‘It is no 
longer a question of the need of revolution; 
the question is as to the method of bringing the 
revolution to pass.’ It has published blasphem- 
ous and atheistic literature.” 


In an address that Dr. Walter R. Courtenay, Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Nashville, 
Tenn., delivered on Lincoln’s Birthday, February 
12, 1950, Dr. Courtenay stated: 


“IT must confess that I share Mr. Flynn’s con- 
clusions concerning the social and political 
views of Bishop Oxnam, E. Stanley Jones and 
John C. Bennett ... I do feel that they are 
opposed to our traditional American view of 
government and economics, and are socialists 
at heart, through Christian Socialists!’ 


Just what Dr. Courtenay means by “Christian Soci- 
alists’” is a puzzling question because socialism and 
the Christian religion are incompatible. In the same 
address Dr. Courtenay stated: “Why not change 
the Council so that it says what we and others like 
us to believe?”’ In my opinion, the answer to this 
question is that such a thing is impossible. Yes, it 
would be absolutely impossible for our two repre- 
sentatives to the Executive Committee, no matter 
how desirous or efficient they may be in wanting to 
change those activities and objectives of the Council 
that are bad, to influence, even in the slightest 
degree, the final decisions of the Executive Com- 
mittee. This fact is proven by the many attempts 


made by our General Assembly to do exactly the 
thing suggested by Dr. Courtenay. For example, 
soon after the Southern Presbyterian Church be- 


came affiliated with the Federal Council, our 
General Assembly protested against many of the 
activities and objectives of the Council. I quote 
from the Minutes of 1919, page 55: 


“‘(a) That the Assembly note with special care 
the fact that in the Resolutions adopted by the 
said Federal Council at its meeting May 6-8, 
1919, in Cleveland, Ohio, the Council repeats 
the acts against which the Assembly protested 
so vigorously in 1915 and 1916; (b) that the 
Assembly now utter its most emphatic protest 
against the Council’s repeating the objection- 
able acts and violating its own agreement of 
1916, touching the making of deliverences on 
political, industrial and other such objects; 
(c) that this Assembly ask that this protest be 
entered on the records and published with the 
proceedings of the Council. The objectionable 
acts of the Council passed May 6-8, 1919, 
violating its own former agreement, were its 
representing and affirming, as the belief of 
the Churches connected with it, certain views 
on political relations, international relations, 
labor and capital problems, wage questions and 
working days, woman’s work, race problems, 
the making of laws and the enforcement of the 
same, treaties with foreign countries, women’s 
full political and economic equality, and similar 
questions;” 


The powerful Executive Committee of the Coun- 
cil showed its dislike for the Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee by official action as is recorded in 
the Minutes of the Biennial meeting of the Council 
held on December 3, 1948. The Executive Com- 
mittee approved the recommendation of the Busi- 
ness Committee, the Chairman of which is Dr. John 
M. Alexander, one of our two representatives to the 
Executive Committee, and the recommendation the 
Executive Committee approved reads as follows: 


“As Christians and as citizens we are con- 
cerned for the safeguarding and extension of 
our democracy and the individual liberties in- 
herent in it. From that standpoint we have ex- 
amined the procedures, the record, and the 
long history of the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, including the latest ex- 
cursion of the Committee into the field of re- 
ligion. Individuals who should be assumed in- 
nocent until proven guilty have been labelled 
guilty without hearing or trial. Time and again 
the Committee has been used to falsify, intimi- 
date, and smear. In the light of the Commit- 
tee’s now long and clear undemocratic record 
and fruits, and in the interest of our democracy 
and peace, we call for the Committee’s aboli- 
tion. We call for a new democratic congres- 
sional committee on civil liberties.” 


I wonder how many of our church officers and 
other members of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
know that, on account of the official action taken 
by the Executive Committee of the Council on 
recommendations of the Committee, the Chairman 
of which is one of our two representatives to the 
Executive Committee, the Council in speaking for 
our church has described the Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee’s record as undemocratic and has 
called for a new democratic congressional com- 
mittee on civil liberties. It would be interesting to 
know just how closely related is the proposed 
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“eommittee on civil liberties” and President Tru- 
man’s so-called civil rights program—a program 
officially approved by the Executive Committee of 
the Council. 


Let me quote from the Minutes of the Executive 
Committee of September 21, 1948, for the purpose 
of showing how the Executive Committee functions 
as a political action committee. At a meeting of the 
Executive Committee on September 21, 1948, at 
which our church was not even represented, the 
Executive Committee voted to approve a statement 
made by Charles P. Taft as President of the Federal 
Council “regarding the coming special session of 
Congress.” In part Mr. Taft’s statement reads as 
follows: 


“It is expected that our legislators will be 
asked to deal with such matters as civil rights, 
housing, minimum wages, the spiraling of 
living costs, fair employment practices, mob 
violence and federal aid to education ... The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America has taken action on many of these 
issues. It has commended the report of ‘The 
President’s Committee on Civil Rights’ to our 
people ‘as a document worthy of study’ and 
‘as a notable contribution to our progress 
toward a working democracy,’ while noting 
that there may be honest differences of opinion 
upon several of the recommendations concern- 
ing specific proceedures. In the interest of 
human welfare and justice the Council has 
called for action on housing, the minimum 
wage, inflation, non-discrimination in employ- 
ment and aid to public education.” 


Continuing Mr. Taft stated: 


“While the Council seldom takes a position 
with regard to technical details of legislation 
and certainly does not consider lobbying as one 
of its principal activities.” 


It may be that the Council does not consider lobby- 
ing as one of its principal activities (emphasis 
added), however, the official records of the Council, 
that very few members of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church ever see, convict the Council of 
spending a lot of time acting as a political action 
committee. In other words, if it is true that lobby- 
ing is not one of the Council’s principal activities, 
no one can deny the fact that the Council has 
done a lot of lobbying. For example, on the Hear- 
ings in connection with Senate Bill No. 984 (FEPC 
legislation) the Council was officially represented 
by Dr. Beverly M. Boyd, Executive Secretary, De- 
partment of Christian Social Relations, and Dr. 
J. Oscar Lee, Executive Secretary, Department of 
Race Relations, and these official representatives 
of the Council, speaking in favor of FEPC legisla- 
tion and non-segregation of races, placed in the 
record 30 pages of testimony including a statement 
made by Dr. Samuel M. Cavert in 1944 when he as 
General Secretary of the Federal Council appeared 
before the House of Representatives Committee on 
Labor to testify in behalf of a bill to prohibit dis- 
crimination in employment. 


The Minutes of our General Assembly of 1931, 
page 38, state: 


“The minority report of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations (now known as the 
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INTO ALL THE WORLD 
a summary of the 


World-wide Revival 


Prayer Movement 
1924 - 1949 


“The story of the World-wide Revival Prayer 
Movement is a record of the continued lead- 
ing of God. The Movement does not stress 
methods, nor is it pledged to plans ... Above 
speculation are facts.”” —The Christian, Lon- 
don. 


“T truly believe you have been the greatest 
blessing to the present-day world. The ‘smoke 
of the incense’ has gone before God and the 
purging is coming on to the whole Church. 
God hear the prayers of all His own to bring 
in His Kingdom.” —C. B. Patterson, D.D. 
(U.S.A.) 


A copy of this book may be had without cost 
upon application, while the supply lasts, to: 


MRS. HENRY M. WOODS 
5S, Oxford Avenue — Ventnor, N. J., U.S.A. 























Standing Committee on Inter-Church Rela- 
tions), recommending that the Assembly with- 
draw from the Council was adopted by a vote 
of 175 to 79.” 


If and when a large majority of the members of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church are informed 
regarding certain activities and objectives of the 
Federal Council of Churches our General Assembly 
will again adopt the Minority report of the Com- 
mittee on Inter-Church Relations, and the Southern 
Presbyterian Church will no longer be affiliated 
with the Federal Council of Churches. If during the 
next six or eight months ten church officers in 
each of our Presbyteries were to contribute their 
prayerful efforts for the purpose of enlightening 
the members of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
regarding certain activities and objectives of the 
Council, a large majority of the Commissioners to 
our General Assembly in 1951 would vote in favor 
of withdrawing from the Federal Council of 
Churches. It’s an educational program, but a 
difficult one for certain reasons with which many 
are fully acquainted. It is almost impossible to 
secure the names and addresses of church officers 
in many of the Presbyteries in which two years 
ago the vote was overwhelmingly in favor of re- 
maining within the Federal Council of Churches. 
I repeat, a comparatively few members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church know that the 
Federal Council of Churches is committing their 
Church to certain activities and objectives that are 
contrary to the Constitution of our Church and 
enemies of the individual competitive enterprise 
system and our republican form of government. 
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The Need For Evangelizing 


A Program Of Progress Sermon 
By LeRoy P. Burney 


Text: “The Son of Man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.’”’ Luke 19:10. 


“The Lost Sheep,”’ one of the master paintings of 
Alford Soord, is a vivid portrayal of the tragedy of 
being lost, and at the same time a majestic revela- 
tion of the love of the shepherd for the member of 
the flock which had strayed and become hopelessly 
lost. The artist has sketched a friendless, barren 
scene amidst rocky crags and death-inviting preci- 
pices. Into a thorny gulch the wandering sheep had 
fallen and only a narrow ledge upon which it came 
to rest had saved its life. Here the shepherd, foot- 
sore and weary, with torn clothing, and hands 
stabbed by the thorns, found the distressed, helpless 
sheep. In joy, tenderness and surety, he clasps the 
lost and draws it up to safety and back to the fold 
again. 


As one views this picture, the pen portraits of 
Luke 15 come to life, and especially one beholds 
the shepherd leaving the ninety and nine and 
trudging on and on in quest of the one wayward 
sheep. Now the memory is stirred to remember 
that Christ is that Good Shepherd and that “He 
came to seek and to save that which is lost.” 


Now the scene shifts to a period in Evangelism 
history and the stirring lines of the great Moody- 
Sankey revival live again: 


“There were ninety and nine that safely lay 
In the shelter of the fold, 

But one was out on the hills far away 

Far off from the gates of Gold. 

Away on the mountain wild and bare, 

Away from the tender Shepherds care... 
Lord, Thou hast here Thy ninety and nine 
Are they not enough for thee? 

But the Shepherd made answer: This of mine 
Has wandered away from me. 

And although the road be rough and steep 

I go to the desert to find my sheep.” 


“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save 
the lost.” 

The mission of Jesus into the world is thus 
clearly outlined in His own words. This being His 
purpose and with His ministry committed to His 
followers, ‘seeking and saving” is today the mission 
of the Church as an instrument of the purpose and 
power of its head, Christ Himself. 


The Need For Evangel- 
izing Today 
Seventy-seven million of the one hundred forty- 
nine million population of the United States, it is 
estimated, make no profession of faith in God or 
Christ Jesus. This fact presents a need for evang- 
elizing people. 


Let’s come a little closer home and at the same 
time go a little further with this need through the 
report of the Re-study of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., conducted recently by Dr. Lewis J. Sherrill. 
This report reveals: 


One-half of our nation as a whole is unchurched, 
but in the South 66 percent of the population are 


unchurched. Further, that the South has only 31.64 
percent of the population of the nation. The report 
points out further that in this segment of popula- 
tion, 36 percent of the youth of the nation reside. 
People are at every door and in every walk of life, 
out of Christ. 


However great this challenge of numbers is, there 
is another deeper and closer to the heart of those 
who have been saved themselves: the value of the 
human soul and the realization that, without Christ, 
the soul is lost. This fact is inherent in our text: 
“He came to seek and to save the lost.” Furthe 
scripture gives support to this: “The wages of sin 
is death.” (Rom. 6:34). “He that believeth not 
shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16). 


You say this is hard language and is too much in 
contrast to other words of Jesus when he spoke of 
the Love of God: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”’ (Jno. 3:16). Another may quote: 
“‘God sent not His Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through Him might 
be saved.” (Jno. 3:17). What you are saying is 
true, but this scripture does not make the first 
untrue. Christ does not condemn. What then is the 
answer to the question of condemnation? Let’s go 
further into Scripture: “He that believeth on Him 
is not condemned; but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (Jno. 
3:18). 


Then the condemnation is not an action of Christ, 
but the lack of intellectual and heart action of man. 
In this, man condemns himself by refusing to take 
the gracious redemptive love of God offered in 
Christ. Again the Scripture shows how man brings 
this condemnation upon himself. Listen as Jesus 
speaks (Jno. 3:19): “This is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.” 


Here man refuses the Light, which we refer to 
here as Jesus, and loved darkness, in which they 
are lost. Here man is offered light, life, salvation 
and hope, but declines because the mastery of 
evil possesses them. Until this is broken they are 
lost, and the soul that Jesus loved and finally died 
for remains in the shroud of darkness. To those 
who believe the Scripture, the fact remains that a 
soul without Christ is lost, and with the millions of 
these about us there is a pressing need for Evange- 
lizing today. “The Son of Man came to seek and 
to save that which was lost.’’ 


In the second place, there is need for Evangeliz- 
ing today to save the Nation! “What do you mean 
by that?” Just this: In the Mayflower Compact, 
in the Bill of Rights, in the Declaration and in the 
Constitution, one finds the basic principles of the 
teachings of the Son of Man. In other words, the 
fundamentals of American Democracy, our way of 
life, yea, our very government, are Christian. Now, 
as pointed out a moment ago, if one half of the 
people of the Nation do not accept Christ, then 
is it not logical to state that the minds and hearts 
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of these are fertile fields for ideologies foreign to 
the Christian concept of statehood and free govern- 
ment? In the face of this, one finds a need for 
Evangelizing America now! 


In the third place, there is a need for Evangeliz- 
ing now to assure the ongoing of Protestant Ameri- 
ca. Here I speak without prejudice, for one must 
remember that Religious Freedom is one of the 
great freedoms of the Democratic way of life. 
However, one must face the stark fact that 
Protestantism could perish from the face of Ameri- 
ca within another hundred years unless Americans 
bestir themselves to propogate the Reformed doc- 
trines believed in by the founding fathers of this 
Nation, and upon which they builded this Nation 
for the Glory of God. 


Ways Of Evangelizing 


The private Church member who is consecrated 
to Christ has a deep desire to share Christ with 
others, but one greater barrier is not knowing how 
to go about this most important and fearsome 
mission. So today you are pointed to some ways 
which you may choose and develop for yourself, 
according to your particular personality. 


The Way The Bible Leads. Being familiar with 
and knowing the meaning of a few selected passages 
of Scripture is the best way for one to begin as an 
Evangelist. We shall simply point you to these. 


All are sinners: Romans 3:23. “For all have 
sinned and come short of the Glory of God.” Every 
man’s experience bears this out. 


The sinner cannot save himself. Eph. 2:8, “By 
Grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God.” John 3:3, “Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.” Titus 3:5, “Not by Works of 
Righteousness which ye have done, but according 
to his mercy, he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 


Salvation is in Christ, by faith and belief. Acts 
16:30-31, “What must I do to be saved? Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
John 5:24, “He that heareth My Word and believeth 
on Him that sent me hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life.” 


Confession is necessary. Romans 10:9-10, “If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved; for 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion.” 


Christian Service must follow. James 2:17, 
“Faith, if it hath not works is dead.” 


These Scripture passages point a sure way for 
you. 


Jesus’ Way. Jesus started with people where they 
were. The fisherman, the Samaritan Woman, Nico- 
demus, the rich young ruler and others were ap- 
proached on the basis of the situation confronted 
by the individual. Jesus won their confidence, their 
interest, and then their inner lives. The stories of 
Jesus’ dealing with people show the surest way 
today of winning people for him. 
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“Who says “You can’t take it with you? 


You CAN take your money into Eternity— 
by giving it to works that will last eternally. 


By naming the Board of World Missions as a 
beneficiary in your will, you can make pro- 
visions to carry on your work for Christ in- 
definitely. Have you thought about that? 


For bequests to this Board, the following form 
is recommended: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board 
of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, a corpora- 
tion organized under the Laws of the 
State of Tennessee, with offices at Nash- 


ville, Tenn., the sum of (or the fol- 





lowing property, to-wit: ) 





Be sure to consult a good lawyer in drawing 
your will. For full information and assistance 
in making a bequest to Foreign Missions, 
write: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 
BoarD Or WorLD MIssIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN Tue U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 





EEEEEEE EE EEE EEE EEEEEEEEEEEREP EEE ERE 





Page 20 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 1, 1950 





The Teaching Way. The Sunday School teacher, 
the outpost worker, are evangelists in their deal- 
ing with developing persons. With children it is 
sowing seed which will come to fruition under the 
nurture of the Holy Spirit. With youth, it is the 
pointing of life to the Light of The World, a leading 
of these to Christ, Who came to bring Life Ever- 
lasting. With the mature, it is an urgent call to 
accept Christ as Lord and Saviour. 


The Personal Way. Every day an opportunity 
may present itself to speak to someone about 
Christ. This should be prepared for with a know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, by knowing how Jesus 
dealt with persons, and with prayer that God’s 
Spirit will use us when the opportunity comes. 


Let us repeat, there is a way for Every Christian 
to become an Evangelist; find it; use it! Represent 
the Son of Man Who came to seek and to save the 
lost! 


The Joy Of Evangelizing 


Joy keynoted the coming of the Saviour to earth. 
It rings through every dell and over every hill at 
Christmas time. Joy is the ringing note of the Re- 
deemed. Peter knew it well in the heart so wonder- 
fully purified by the Living Christ, Who is the Son 
of Man, Who came to seek and to save the lost. To 
know that the Christ Who called him “to become” 








loved him enough to go to the cross for him, then 
to take him back after he had so basely denied 
him, gave him a “Joy unspeakable.” You cannot 
escape sharing this joy if you are instrumental in 
bringing it to another. Joy is in heaven too. Jesus 
says: “There is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 


Today, my Christian friends, let’s think anew of 
the meaning of Christ’s coming to save sinners, the 
need that is still at our very door, and the high 
privilege and binding responsibility of the Christian 
to tell about him, for ‘‘Christ Is the Only Answer” 
to personal and world need today. Beyond thinking 
we invite you, we urge you to engage in activity 
in the plan for this congregation to engage in an 
effort to win others for Christ. In this seeking, we 
shall have the experience of the Shepherd as we 
now behold him coming back with the sheep which 
was lost. He thrills with the accomplishment, his 
soul vibrates with joy, and his lips give expression 


of rejoicing, even as the immortal Sankey caught 
the vision: 


‘“‘All through the mountains thunder riv’n, 
And up the Rocky steep 

There arose a cry to the Gate of Heaven, 
Rejoice, I have found my sheep! 

And the Angels echoed around the throne 
Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!” 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 18: Malachi Pleads 
For Wholehearted Religion 


Scripture: Malachi. Devotional Reading: Malachi 
4:1-6. For the introduction I would like to quote 
from a little book by A. T. Pierson entitled, “‘Keys 
To The Word,” which I have found very helpful in 
my study of the Bible. I would like to give “The 
Laws Of Bible Study” which he suggests: (1) A 
mind illuminated by the Holy Spirit, and (2) Three 
direct rules: “Search,” ‘“Meditate,’” ‘‘Compare.” I 
will now copy part of his outline study: 


Malachi. Key-word: Robbery. Key-verse: III:8. 


“Malachi means ‘My Messenger.’ He was sent to 
denounce practices that dishonored God and His 
Worship, and to strengthen the hands of Nehemiah 
in reforming abuses. His Message closes the Old 
Testament. But through Four Centuries of Silence 
he foresees another Messenger who is to prepare 
the way of the Lord; and the advent of the Lord 
himself, the greatest Messenger of all, the “‘Angel 
of the Covenant.” 


This prophecy is of later date than Haggai, but 
belongs to the times of Nehemiah, 440-410 B.C., to 
whom Malachi bore a relation, such as Haggai and 
Zechariah bore to Zerubbabel. In form it is a dia- 
logue: the prophet’s rebukes are met by rejoinders, 
which only call forth more scathing reproofs. 


Robbery of God is its sad keynote. Idolatry had 
disappeared, but formality and hypocrisy had taken 
its place. The people withheld God’s dues altogether, 
or normally paid their holy obligations with worth- 


less offerings. There was also robbery of the poor, 
and the prophet with a scourge not of small cords 
lashes both priests and people. 


The hollow formalism and complaining scepti- 
cism, here seen, are the germs of Phariseeism 
and Sadduceeism that reached ripeness in the days 
of our Lord. 


Prophetic silence reaches from Malachi to John 
Baptist, putting beyond doubt that prophecy was 
complete centuries before the events foretold. But 
there is a remarkable link between the two testa- 
ments: the last figures on the inspired pages of 
Malachi, and the first on the inspired page of Mat- 


thew, are the Angel of the Covenant and His Fore- 
runner.” 


The Book of Malachi is full of Questions which 
are in the form of Objections, and Answers, that 
bring out the sharp Controversy God has with His 
people. It starts out with the question which fol- 
lows the statement: “I have loved you, saith the 
Lord.”’ Immediately, the query, “Wherein hast thou 
loved us?” and the Answer, Because He had se- 
lected Jacob instead of Esau. Again, in Verse 6, 
“Wherein have we despised thy name?” and the 
Answer, “Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar,” 
etc. More of these questions and answers will come 
out as the particular selections are studied. 


I. Dealing Treacherously With Each Other: 
2:10-17: “Why deal treacherously every man 
against his brother?” 


There are two basic facts wihch ought to make 
us deal fairly and squarely with each other. (The 
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words, “Fair Deal,” and “Square Deal,” and “New 
Deal,” are bandied about by the politicians of our 
day until we grow weary of seeing these phrases 
which sound so good and mean so little). There is a 
sort of “Fair Deal’ depicted in the Bible which 
really means something, and these men were break- 
ing this rule. 


1. Two reasons why they should deal honestly 
with each other. First, because they are all 
“fellow-men:” God is their Creator, and He made 
of one blood all men. In this sense we are brothers; 
therefore we ought to treat all men as brothers. 
There is another sense in which a sharp distinction 
must be made: only those belong to the household 
of faith and the family of God who have been “‘born 
again” and have become children of God by faith. 
But we must not overlook the fact that God is the 
Creator of all men, and we are to deal fairly with 
all men of every race, saved or unsaved, white, 
black, yellow, or red. 


The second reason is even stronger. God made a 
Covenant with His own people, and this covenant 
relationship places a double obligation upon all 
those who are under this Covenant. “Judah hath 
dealt treacherously,” Judah, a part of God’s Cove- 
nant people. The obligation to be fair and square 
is a double obligation when we are in covenant re- 
lation with God and with each other. Can we not 
apply this to our treatment of our brethren in the 
Lord? If it is a sin to be dishonest and “tricky” in 
any dealing with any man, how much more when 
this man is not only a “brother” by Creation, but 
a “brother” in the Church? We have special obli- 
gations resting upon us to love each other. 


2. Now we come in Verse 14 to a special form of 
treachery—that concerning the sacred marriage re- 
lationship and vow. Here we have both a natural 
and a covenant relationship: “‘she is thy companion, 
and the wife of thy covenant.’”’ God made the mar- 
riage relationship a very sacred one, and while we 
Protestants do not consider it one of the Sacra- 
ments, yet we do consider it one of the most solemn 
and sacred institutions of God and man. God’s rule 
is One Man united to One Woman, becoming One 
Flesh, in order to secure a godly seed. 


The Lord hates “putting away”—divorce. It was 
allowed under Moses, for certain reasons; ‘‘Moses 
because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you 
to put away your wives: but from the beginning it 
was not so.” Does not the Lord “hate” our “put- 
ting away,” our terrible divorce evil, in America? 


There are may ways in which the American peo- 
ple are “dealing treacherously” with each other in 
our day. To go into all the particulars would take 
up too much space, and make our hearts sick: it 
would do us good, however, to see ourselves and 
get so heart-sick and sin-sick that we would turn 
with loathing from our sins unto God. 


II. Dealing Treacherously With God: 3:7-12. 
“Wherein shall we return?” 


There were more ways than the one given in 
these verses. In the preceding chapter we have one. 
Their treachery was seen in the nature of the offer- 
ings which they brought: “polluted bread,” cover- 
ing the altar of God with tears when these tears 
mean nothing. 


“Will a man rob God?” “Yet ye have robbed 
Me.” “Wherein?” “In tithes and offerings.” The 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 21 








worship of God required: (1) the services of cer- 
tain men, priests and Levites who had to be sup- 
ported by the people as they could not make their 
own living as others did. (2) Sacrifices and offer- 
ings, animals and produce of the field which were 
offered to God. In order to support this worship 
God commanded them to set aside a tenth, and also 
at times to give free-will offerings to express praise 
and gratitude, or for special purposes, such as 
building the Tabernacle. Both forms of giving were 
being neglected. 


The result was that the nation was cursed with 
a curse. There was a direct relationship between 
their generosity and the prosperity of the land. The 
devourer and destroyer, blight and disease were 
taking a terrible toll of all they raised. 


The prophet makes a proposition: prove me here- 
with, bring all the tithes into the storehouse and 
see if I will not open the windows of heaven and 
pour out a blessing upon you. God still loves cheer- 
ful, hilarious givers: He still blesses those who 
honor Him in their giving. Here is a very practical 
way in which we can “return unto the Lord;” by 
being honest in our stewardship of our possessions 
and of all that which God has entrusted us with. 
The obligation and duty of the Christian is even 
greater than that of the Jew. Faithfulness in ste- 
wardship is often a forerunner of great spiritual 
blessings. 


III. The Messenger And The Day: 4:5-6 (to- 
gether with 3:1-3, 16, 17, and 4:1-3. 


Malachi means ‘“‘My Messenger” and this thought 
is very prominent in the book. It points to the com- 
ing of John, a type of Elijah. I feel that both 
“comings” of the Lord are in the mind of the pro- 
phet: (1) The coming of the Son of Righteousness 
with healing—tthe first coming of the Saviour to 
live and die for sinners and send forth His glorious 
Gospel, and (2) His coming in judgment, as a Re- 
finer and Purifier. We are living in the age of grace 
between these two “‘comings.” The Saviour is gath- 
ering together His “Jewels.” “And they shall be 
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a 
man spareth his own son that serveth him.” Do we 
belong to His “Jewels?” 





Lesson For June 25: Jonah Learns 
God's Missionary Purpose 


Scripture: Jonah. Devotional Reading: Ephesians 
3:14-21. “‘This prophet of Israel was sent on a mis- 
sion to the Gentiles. Nineveh, at the apex of pride 
and prosperity, was to be warned of coming and 
speedy downfall. Jonah rightly read mercy in his 
warning message, and his own vindictive wayward- 
ness drove him westward instead of eastward, until 
in the belly of a great fish he learned the lesson of 
obedience to God and pity for men. 


The prophet was out of sympathy with foreign 
missions. His national prejudice construed God’s 
election of Israel as a rejection of all others. His 
religious intolerance was mixed with no mercy for 
the heathen. His legal spirit inclined more to ven- 
geance than to grace. His disloyal temper made him 
wilful and wayward, and compelled severe Divine 
correction. 
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To refine away from this story the Supernatural 
element destroys the product of an inspired book. 
It has been treated as a dream, fiction, fable, par- 
able, apologue, allegory But such interpreta- 
tions make havoc, not only of the inspiration of the 
Word, but of the Divinity of our Lord, who treated 
this as a veritable narrative. Matt. xii:39-41; xvi:4. 


The selfish unbelief and vindictiveness of man 
here contrast with the gracious patience and be- 
nevolence of God.’”’ (Keys to the Word, by Pierson). 


God, in calling Abraham, made it clear that the 
good of the whole world was in His mind and heart: 
I will bless thee ... and in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed. It might be said that the two- 
fold purpose in selecting the Chosen People was: 
(1) The Preservation of the Truth, and (2) The 
Proclamation of the Truth. Israel was not faithful 
to either one of these objectives. The truth was 
often neglected and even relegated to a minor 
place, while indifference and idolatry and wilful 
disobedience predominated in the life of God’s peo- 
ple. And the truth was not proclaimed to any large 
extent. At the dedication of the Temple there seems 
to be some attempt to promulgate the true religion, 
and Solomon in his very beautiful prayer speaks of 
all those who may turn their eyes toward this holy 
place, but, as we well know, Solomon departed from 
the truth. 


It is a significant fact that Jonah, the first of the 
prophets, is sent on a missionary journey. The 
rather perplexing story of this strange prophet nat- 
urally divides itself into several parts. 


I. The Disobedient Prophet: 1:1-3. When God 
spoke to Philip and said Go, Philip got up and went: 
when God speaks to Jonah, and says Go, he goes, 
but goes in the opposite direction. The task as- 
signed to him was one which he did not relish. To 
tell the Ninevites that their city would be de- 
stroyed would have pleased him, but he felt that if 
they should turn from their sin God would turn 
aside from His purpose. (See 4:2). He seemed to 
feel that if he let them alone their destruction 
would be assured and he wanted this proud city 
destroyed. So he tries to do the impossible—run 
away from God. Surely he ought to have known 
what is so beautifully and clearly stated in Psalms 
139: Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither 
shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell 
(Sheol), behold, thou art there. If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand shall hold me. 


Il. The Chastened Prophet: 1:4-17. The first thing 
was the storm. It brought consternation to the 
sailors. They asked Jonah what to do and he told 
them. These sailors seem to be God-fearing men. 
The second was the fish. Notice that God sent both 
the wind and the fish. He has perfect control over 
nature, both animate and inanimate. The fish’s belly 
was like the “far country” to the Prodigal Son; a 
good place to do some real thinking. He, like the 
son in the parable, ‘“‘came to himself.” God uses 
strange instruments sometimes to bring people to 
their senses, and He meets them in strange places: 
it is well if we heed His chastisements. 


III. The Penitent, Praying Prophet: 2:1-9. “By 
reason of some affliction.”? Jonah is not the first or 
the last man who has been led to repent through 


affliction. It may be one form or another, but many 
a man has cried to the Lord, “out of the depth.” 
Psalm 107 is a fine illustration of this fact. Over 
and over comes this refrain: “‘Then they cry unto 
the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out 
of their distresses.’”’ When our souls faint within us 
we remember the Lord. Many a person has had to 
go down before he will look up and lay hold upon 
God: a deep, dark well is a fine place to see the 
stars. 


This prayer of Jonah’s is like David’s—a Peni- 
tenitial Prayer. “I will pay that I have vowed.” 
Beds of pain and suffering are favorite places from 
which to make promises to God: well is it for us, if 
we keep those promises! 


IV. The Preaching Prophet: 3:1-10. “‘The second 
time:’’ God gives him another chance to obey. He 
proclaims his God-given message. I suppose he 
preached in a most convincing way; the response 
was all that any preacher could hope for. The re- 
pentance of the people of Nineveh was genuine; 
both wholehearted and wholesale, for it reached all 
classes. ‘““The tidings reached the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe 
from him, and covered him with sackcloth and sat 
in ashes.’’ Would that we could see such a thing in 
America! Then he made a proclamation, and every- 
body and even the beasts fasted, and the people 
turned from their sins and violence. Who can tell if 
God will turn and repent and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perish not?” God saw and 
turned. This is His purpose in warning; to get them 
to turn. Do not be confused by the use of the word 
“repent” in connection with God. He is not a man 
that He should repent; He changes not. His purpose 
is the same. 


No prophet ever had greater success. Suppose 
today we could see such an exhibition of the power 
of preaching: we would acclaim the messenger “A 
Great Evangelist.”” If someone should come to 
New York and preach and from the mayor of the 
city to the inhabitants of the slums there would be 
this sort of genuine turning to God, we would call 
it a marvellous miracle, and it would indeed be 
one. The prophet ought to have been humbled and 
at the same time delighted with the success of his 
mission: but now comes the most puzzling part of 
the story. 


V. The Displeased Prophet: Chapter 4. “But it 
displeased Jonah exceedingly and he was very 
angry.” These words reveal a strange and distress- 
ing condition in Jonah’s heart. One would have 
thought that his experience in the fish’s belly would 
have made him a new man, but he seems to still 
have a prejudiced and bitter heart. Someone has 
called him “The Pouting prophet;’ but he was 
worse; he was angry with God, so angry that he 
wished to die. I wonder if he thought there would 
be mercy for him at the judgment seat of God: 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 


mercy.” 


Is there some queer idea in the prophet’s head 
that his protest will change God’s purpose? If so, 
he finds himself mistaken. He goes outside the city 
to see what will happen. There the Lord has three 
more “prepared surprises” for him. The first is a 
pleasant one. He made a booth and God prepared a 
gourd to come up and cover it; so Jonah was glad 
because of the gourd. Then came the worm—a 
most unpleasant surprise, for the vine wilted and 
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his shade was gone. Then came the third; the 
sultry east wind and the sun beat upon Jonah and 
he fainted. 


God now comes with His lesson. We all hope the 
prophet learned the lesson, and never forgot it. 
Jonah had pity on the gourd but no pity for a city 
full of poor people. I knew a man somewhat like 
Jonah; he was very kind to his dogs, but harsh with 
his children, and men and women. 





May God rid our hearts of all exclusiveness, of 
all race prejudice and hatred, of all harsh feelings 
toward sinners, and fill us with His own love and 
compassion as we look today upon a world gone 
astray! We must preach Judgment and Hell, but 
let us do it with tears. Jeremiah should be our 
model instead of Jonah, for Jeremiah was much like 
Jesus. 

















Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For June 
June 18: 1.0.U. 


Introduction 


Everyone of us as young people is living in a 
community that protects our property and provides 
many things that make life interesting, comfortable 
and worthwhile. Any decent young person, not to 
mention Christian young person, who stands and 
faces the community must say to his community 
I. O. U. something. 


As we young people think about our life in the 
community there seems to be a conflict between 
what we think we owe the community and what the 
older generation thinks the young people owe the 
community. In our program we wish to have a 
meeting of minds with adults about what we owe 
to the community as Christian young people and 
older people working together for Christ. 


No matter what our specific responsibilities may 
be we can not meet them unless we have first done 
real business with the Lord in developing a 
character that has something to contribute to the 
community. Let us consider our Scripture lesson 
and find how we may have that character. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Colossians 3:8-17 


In Colossians the Apostle Paul uses the figure of 
putting off his old clothes and putting on new 
clothes in order that he may behave as a person 
who is dressed up in a new suit. If we follow 
through this figure of speech in the outline we will 
learn what every Christian young person must have 
and do if he is to make his contribution to the 
community. 


I. What We Must Put Off. Verses 8-9. 


(a) The old man and his deeds. Verses 8-9. Most 
people live day by day to satisfy their own selfish 
desires and pleasures and when life does not satisfy 
all these things they give vent to their feelings by 
anger, malice, filthy talk, lying and all sorts of 
evil deeds. Of course, we have no good contribution 
to make to our community until we put these things 
out of our lives. These things belong to the old 
man, the man who has never been born again by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; therefore, the 
Apostle Paul calls us to “put off this old man.” 


II. What We Must Put On. Verse 10. 


(a) The new man. 10-11. When we believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and receive Him into our 
hearts we then put on the new man, we become a 
new creation in Christ Jesus by a supernatural work 
of the Spirit of God in our hearts. Have you put 
on this new man by a definite act of faith and 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour 
from sin and enthronement in the heart as Lord of 
all life? If you have not, then you are still “the 
old man” and will bring forth his deeds. But if you 
have put off the old man you now have the new 
man, which is created in the image of God by the 
knowledge of Him. 


(b) The new graces. Verses 12-13. If you have 
put on this new man and you yield to the Lord 
Jesus to walk with Him, your life will bring forth 
mercy, kindness, graciousness, patience, forgiveness 
and righteousness. Any man who has these graces, 
be he young or old, is the greatest asset any com- 
munity can have. 


(c) The new love. Verse 14. Perhaps the all in- 
clusive grace of the new man is the love of God 
which is shed abroad in hearts. Paul says that love 
is the fulfilling of the Law and if we have this love 
we will fulfill every good law of service in our 
community. 


III. How We Can Put Them On. Verses 15-16. 


(a) Let the peace of God rule in our hearts. 
Verse 15. Many of us have believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and are supposed to have put on the 
new man. But we do not realize or exhibit the new 
graces. How can we do this? We must let the peace 
of God rule in our hearts. That is day by day have 
a definite act and decision. We must remember 
that we have put on the new man and we must let 
God have His way. and be thankful for the oppor- 
tunity we now have for peace with God and that 
means easily and graciously we yield to His mind 
and will. But if we don’t yield and seek to have our 
own way we don’t let the peace of God rule and 
we set up enmity between us and God. 


(b) Let the Word of God dwell in our hearts. 
Verse 16. If we let the peace of God rule in our 
hearts how shall we know what to do? How shall we 
yield peacefully to God rather than rebelliously re- 
fusing to obey Him? We must let the Word of God 
dwell in our hearts, for if we will read faithfully 
and earnestly and seek to follow the Word of God 
by the Spirit of God, it will bring wisdom to under- 
stand the mind and will of God, and that means not 
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only in private devotion in the Word of God but by 
“teaching and exhorting one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs,” for if we come to- 
gether for worship and study we stimulate and help 
one another, and as the minister preaches the Word, 
we will be encouraged and strengthened for our 
work of ministry. 


IV. How We Must Behave in Our New Clothes. 
Verse 17. Whenever a man puts on a new suit of 
clothes he is very careful to keep away from dirt 
and grime that will soil it. Even so, when we have 
put on Christ, who is Holy, we have to separate 
from sin and evil that will soil us. When any man 
wears the uniform of his country or his school he 
wishes to live up to the traditions of the country or 
school because every man knows what he represents. 
So, when we put on Christ we must serve as in- 
dicated by the following verses in order to best 
represent Christ in the community: 


(a) Serve loyally. Verse 17. (b) Serve heartily. 
Verse 23. (c) Serve thankfully. Verse 17. 


Suggestions 


Follow the program outline in Presbyterian 
Youth and when the Scripture is read at the place 
indicated have three or four of the young people 
give this spiritual study of the Scripture lesson and 
then go on with the discussions on the detail level. 





Vesper Topics For June 
June 25: Take A Look Around 


Introduction 


In days gone by the church of Christ was the 
instrument of compassion to the peoples of the 
world. Through the agencies of the church came 
education, hospital care, welfare work, and all 
ministries to the bodies, minds and spirits of men. 


Today the picture is different. By means of 
government provision and charitable organizations 
most of this work is now being done entirely apart 
from the church, even though this work would 
probably fall to pieces were it not for the leader- 
ship and financial strength provided by Christians 
of the churches. 


We in the church are losing a real blessing by 
not doing these things in the name of Christ and 
as we tonight take a look at the agencies now en- 
gaged in this work of teaching and healing we 
should place such work in the framework of our 
Scriptural lesson. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Matthew 25:31-46 


In Matthew 24 and 25 we have some of the 
most interesting and thought provoking words that 
ever fell from the lips of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These were just as much His teaching and His point 
of view as many of the other things we have often 
spoken of and sought to follow. If we believe 
Jesus Christ we must believe Him when He says 
these things too. So then let us study this great 
judgment scene described by our Lord Jesus Christ. 


1. The Judge. Verse 31. This judgment scene 
will take place when the Lord Jesus Christ comes 
again to this earth to establish His kingdom over 
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the whole earth, it is that day when the kingdoms 
of the world becomes the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We must recognize that the Christian 
faith does not say that we shall establish the 
kingdom over all the earth by our own efforts in 
time; but the Christian revelation declares that 
history shall not forever go on as it is but one day 
Jesus Christ will return to establish His kingdom 
beyond time forever. When He comes, His will be 
the decision as to who shall enter the kingdom and 
who shall be cast out. 


2. The Division. Verses 32-33. When Christ comes 
the division will be made between “sheep” and 
“goats.” Christ does not say in these words “good 
sheep” and “bad sheep,” “good goats” and “bad 
goats.”” He simply says sheep and goats. If we 
would go back and study in the Old Testament we 
will see that those who are truly His people are th« 
sheep of His pasture. And those who are not His 
people are goats who are sent out into the wilder- 
ness The division will be made on the basis of 
whether or not we are children of God or children 
of the devil; whether we have been born the second 
time by faith in the Son of God or have only been 
born once of the flesh. 


38. The Evidence. Verses 34-36. In order that 
those present might understand the basis of the 
division, Christ explains that the sheep are to 
inherit the kingdom prepared for them because 
they have given Him meat when He was hungry, 
drink when He was thirsty, hospitality when He was 
lonely, clothing when He was naked, ministered to 
Him when He was sick, and had fellowship when 
He was in trouble. Truly when we are Christ’s own 
we will bear in our lives the evidence of Christ’s 
love and compassion. 


4. The Secret. Verses 37-45. The chief Christian 
characteristic is humility. And even in this scene 
the sheep could not understand when they had thus 
cared for Christ. Christ then reminded them that 
when they had done it unto one of the least of 
His brethren they had done it unto Him. When we 
find human need the love of Christ constrains us 
to minister to human need in the name of Christ, 
and for His sake. If we have the love of Christ 
we must reach out and help human need. If we 
don’t reach out and help human need we don’t 
have the love of Christ. 


5. The Consummation. Verse 46. And in the end 
those who have truly let Christ come into their 
hearts and lives in a real and vital way have minis- 
tered to mankind in His name and will enter into 
the everlasting kingdom. And those who have not 
will not enter and would be miserable if they did. 


Suggestions 


Follow the program outlined in Presbyterian 
Youth and use this study of the Scripture reading, 
then have your talks that take a look around your 
community. In the discussion group on, “How can 
Christians help?” be sure to note, not only how 
Christians can help, but how they can help, “In the 
name of Christ.” 





Summary Of The Christian Faith 


According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $200 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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$3,811,837 Cash For Program of Progress 








Evangelism Effort Rewarded 


24,515 souls were brought into the Church, on 
profession of their faith in Christ, during the past 
year, incomplete records show. A final count will 
show a larger increase. 


44,392 members are reported by transfer of let- 
ters. The report for the year 1948-49 showed 
19,293 received on profession of faith and 40,433 
received by letter. The last year shows an increase 
in professions of 4,772 and an increase of 3,859 in 
transfers of letters. 


Evangelism has been one of the major objectives 
of the Program of Progress during the past year, 
supporting the Division of Evangelism in all forms 
of Evangelism. The Division of Evangelism will 
continue intensified effort during the year ahead to 
enlist every local congregation in the Evangelistic 
Program of the Church, running co-operatively with 
the National United Evangelistic Advance. 


Elective Study Classes in Personal Evangelism in 
every Sunday School during the first quarter of the 
church year. This is the most significant move ever 
started in the Church to develop a great group of 
persons to win others for Christ. This is a project 
initiated by the Joint Adult Committee under the 
leadership of Dr. Janie McGaughey, Secretary of 
the Board of Woman’s Work, and Dr. S. J. Patter- 
son, Jr., Secretary of the Division of Men’s Work. 





Thirteen Weeks’ Tithing 
Growing 


Thirteen Weeks of Tithing has been a Steward- 
ship Objective of the Program of Progress in the 
last year. This plan is designed to offer opportunity 
for a teaching period on tithing in the local Church 
and to enable Christian persons who were not 
tithers to try this period of tithing when they did 
not have faith and courage to pledge themselves as 
permanent tithers. Hundreds of churches, large and 
small, have entered into this plan with marvelous 
results financially and a great blessing spiritually. 
One chapel pastor reports: 


‘“‘We did not have money to pay our current ex- 
penses, much less to pay benevolent Program of 
Progress amounts. Sunday School attendance was 
dropping off weekly, fewer people were attending 
the worship services. The pastor and officers met, 
discussed and adopted the Thirteen Weeks’ Tithing 
Plan. The pastor preached on it, everybody talked 
about it, the majority of the members signed up. 
By the end of the period, money was in hand to 
meet all the benevolent and current expense 
amounts. The Sunday School had virtually doubled, 
and attendance was constantly rising. A real revival 
came through the Tithing Plan.” 


A large Church reported that all the Program of 
Progress money goals had been reached through 
the Thirteen Weeks’ Tithing Program and that 
church people who had never tithed had become 
permanent tithers. 


Presbyterians Give Generously 


Local church budgets are at an all-time high to 
meet the challenge of the South’s greatest oppor- 
tunity to spread the Gospel of Christ. Presbyterian 
dollars are consecrated to this Mission. In addition 
to this, members of local churches have contributed 
nearly four millions of dollars extra to spread the 
Gospel around the world, to build new chapels in 
new communities in the South, to enlarge our 
Negro Work, to strengthen the Assembly Training 
School, to revitalize our Christian Program with 
students and undergird our colleges, and to give 
better Bible teaching to parents and the thousands 
of children and youth in the South today. These 
causes are strengthened, in order that the dual pur- 
pose of the Church may be more readily, efficiently 
and quickly accomplished; namely: to win people 
for Christ and to build them up in the Christian 
Faith for the service of God and Man here, and to 
keep alive the thought of and hope for Life Ever- 
lasting! 





Stewardship Level Lifted 


Lifting the level of Christian giving is one of the 
purposes of the Program of Progress. Comparative 
figures on gifts in the Church over the past three 
years indicate that Presbyterians are devoting their 
money to spiritual ends as never before. The year 
noted below refers to the close of the church year. 


1947: $26,271,359.00 reported gifts for all the work 
of the Church. 

1948: $30,489,730.00 reported gifts for all the work 
of the Church. 

1949: $34,407,514.00 reported gifts for all the work 
of the Church. 

1950: $36,039,374.00 reported gifts for all the work 
of the Church. 


These figures indicate the gifts reported by indi- 
vidual churches. Not included in church budgets nor 
in Program of Progress gifts, are gifts of several 
millions of dollars to special fund campaigns in 
Synods and Presbyteries. One Synod estimates that 
more than six million dollars has been contributed 
for special causes since 1947. Presbyterians are to 
be commended for consecrating their money to the 
Lord’s Work. 





Every Man In Tithing 
Campaign 
Bethany Chapel, near Kingsport, Tenn., was or- 
ganized into a Church in 1946 with 44 members. 
They built a Church and Manse costing $35,500.00. 
In 1948 it was difficult to make payments on the 


loan for this project, to pay current expenses, and 
meet the benevolent gifts. 


All the men in the Church numbered eleven. 
These came together with the pastor, discussed the 
Program of Progress Thirteen Weeks’ Plan and 
adopted it. Every man entered the Tithing Cam- 
paign. Mr. Bradley R. Ward, one of these men, 
says: ‘““‘We have been able to make all our payments 
without outside help; we have paid all our be- 
nevolent askings on schedule and made needed 
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church improvements. We expect to be able to do 
the same thing this year through the Thirteen 
Weeks’ Tithing Plan. We have had the leadership 
of our pastor, Rev. Robert L. Williamson, in this 
campaign.” 





$5,000.00 Gift Received 


The Program of Progress money goal for World 
Missions has been boosted recently by a gift of 
$50,000.00 from a Southern Foundation which do- 
nates sums of money from time to time for Chris- 
tian Enterprises. 


This gift came as an encouragement sum for 
Presbyterians to reach the goal of $2,000,000.00 
for World Missions. Also it was a manifestation of 
the interest of this Foundation in world affairs and 
world peace, which can only come as Christ Is Made 
The Answer in world affairs. The Program of 
Progress recognizes this gift with gratitude to this 
Foundation and also to Presbyterian Men’s response 
to this challenge fund. 





Laymen Speak For Christ 


Mississippi and South Carolina Men have organ- 
ized speakers’ bureaus, through which aid is being 
given to the Program of Progress. Volunteers go 
out for seasonal visits to every Church, speaking on 
Education, Missions, Tithing, and Evangelism. 
South Carolina Presbytery Men, under the leader- 
ship of Lt. Col. Powell Fraser, Program of Progress 
Chairman, have visited all churches in four seasons 
of the church year. They spoke in vacant churches, 
to Sunday Schools, to Men’s Classes, and before 
congregations. This visitation reached a high point 
in February, when every congregation heard a Pres- 
byterian layman speak on Stewardship and the 
Every Member Canvass. 





Local Congregations 
Did This! 


The persons who professed Christ were led to do 
this by the Holy Spirit working through persons in 
a local congregation. The thousands of children, 
youth and adults taught the scripture received this 
instruction in local churches, Sunday Schools and 
chapels. The millions of dollars given to current 
expenses, regular benevolences, special appeals and 
to meet Program of Progress goals came from 
members of local congregations. 


The many local congregations constitute the 
Church as a whole and the real accomplishments for 
Christ spring from the service of local church 
members. Committees and agencies exist to give aid 
to local congregations and for no other reason. The 
Program of Progress Committee is mindful of the 
labor of thousands of earnest Christians, the sacri- 
ficial giving of money and the sincere prayer of 
consecrated souls for the Program of Progress. To 
God the glory is due! To members, to church 
officers, to pastors everywhere across the Assembly 
we express our thanks. 


THE FAR VISION 


Mara Balcums from Latvia takes the first look at 
America. What will she become in the next quarte: 
century? Christ Is The Only Answer! 


Refuge For DPs 


Presbyterian dollars have gone to Europe and 
Asia as a testimony of Christian belief and hope. 
To share with these is to follow the example of 
Jesus. Displaced Persons have been brought to our 
country in large numbers and must be taught from 
our living that Christ dwells here. 





Congress decided to extend the Displaced Per- 
sons Program through June 30, 1951, and allow a 
total of 359,000 admissions. On a non-quota basis, 
20,000 war orphans will also be given homes in 
this country. This can represent a gift to homeless, 
almost hopeless people in a still war-ravaged terri- 
tory from Christians in a country aware of its own 
well-being. It is our earnest prayer that we Southern 
Presbyterians will do our part in filling our quotas 
for DPs and that we may have compassion on war 
orphans. 


The new legislation gives no preference to rural 
DPs as opposed to urban. The old requirement was 
that 40 percent of the DPs admitted must be 
Balts, and another 30 percent farmers. Whateve1 
the purpose of the old law, restrictions made it 
almost impossible to administer. There remain 
citizens, born in this country, who do not sanction 
admitting European immigrants. These are likely 
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the ones who want to wait until everyone here is 
well-housed, well employed and possessed of all 
possible blessings. Some would take only farmers, 
arguing that business and professional people would 
settle in the cities and hinder assimilation. Then, 
there are those who just simply fear anything new 
and who shout “Look out for spies.’’ While it is 
practical and probably natural that we should make 
our selection of DPs on the basis of “How will it 
profit us most?’’—may God give us the true charity 
of helping worthy people to come to this country 
whether or not we will personally benefit. There is 
a place for them here or God would not have shown 
us a way of getting them here. These foreign 
Christians are for the most part DPs because of 
their beliefs. America was settled not too long ago 
by people who wanted to live according to their 
beliefs. Traced far enough back—we’re all DPs, and 
many of our most prominent families are little more 


than a generation old. Surely, we can make room 
for our fellow Christians. 





Sunday School Enrollment 
At All-Time High 


Sunday School Enlargement has been one of the 
Program of Progress’ three objectives during the 
past church year. All Presbyteries have not re- 
ported, but the figures indicate a gain over last 
year of 30,211, which brings the total Sunday 
School enrollment to 521,763, the highest in the 
history of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. The Sun- 
day School today, with its outposts, is one of our 
great agencies in carrying out the purpose of the 
Church, to win people for Christ and to develop 
them for Christ and the Church. 














Church Woman’s Calendar 
June 1950 


June 8: Special Study Class on Evangelism for 
adults of local Church. 

June 8: Special Prayer for General Assembly con- 
vening in Massanetta, Va., 7:30 P.M. 

June 11: Synod and Presbytery Home Mission Day. 
Synodical Training Schools, Adult Conferences, 
preparation for attending some Conference in 
Montreat, Christian Conferences of Negro Wo- 
men. 

Circle Program: Bible Study, Hannah’s and Sam- 
uel’s Prayers: I Sam. 1:9-18, 8:6-7, and 12:19-25. 

Monthly Emphasis: Missions in Synod and Presby- 
tery. 

General Program: “One Of God’s Hopes For His 
World.” 





Have You A Date At Your S.T.S.? 


(Synodical Training Schools) 


This year there will be opportunity for study and 
training in every one of the 17 Synods of our As- 
sembly. Three of the Synods are having adult con- 
ferences, shorter than the Synodical Training 
School and planned for all adults in the Synod. 
Check the list to see date and place of your School 
or Conference. 


1950 Synodical Training Schools 
(Name - Place - Date) 

Appalachia: King College, Bristol, Tenn., May 29- 
June 3. 

Arkansas: Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark., June 
12-17. 

Florida: Mount Plymouth Hotel, Mount Plymouth, 
Fla., June 5-10. 

Georgia: Wesleyan College, Macon, Ga., June 19- 
24. 

Louisiana: Silliman College, Clinton, La., June 12- 
17 


Mississippi: Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss., June 
1 


€ 


Missouri: William Woods College, Fulton, Mo., June 
19-24. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








North Carolina: Peace College, Raleigh, N. C., June 
8-14. 

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Presbyterian College, Durant, 
Okla., July 17-21. 

Snedecor Memorial: Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., August 8-15. 

South Carolina: Coker College, Hartsville, S. C., 
June 12-17. 

Texas: Presbyterian Mo-Ranch, Assembly, Tex., Au- 
gust 16-22. 

Virginia: Massanetta Springs, Harrisonburg, Va., 
July 24-30. 

West Virginia: Davis Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va., 
June 5-10. 

1950 Adult Conferences 

Alabama: Judson College, Marion, Ala., June 2-4. 

Tennessee: Nacome, Tenn., August 18-20. 

Kentucky: Centre College, Danville, Ky., Septem- 
ber 8-10. 


In each Synodical Training School there will be 
courses offered in the Woman’s Training School 
Curriculum, the number varying from three to six, 
being determined by the needs of the women at- 
tending. All of the twelve courses will be offered 
throughout these schools. One Bible Course is in- 
cluded in each School; Organization And Work 
will be given in eight schools; while the following 
will be given in at least six schools: Program Build- 
ing; Stewardship; World Missions; Christian Home. 
Other emphases to be made in different schools are: 
Books, Recreation, O.T.C., Music, Visual Aid, Evan- 
gelism; Missouri will emphasize the Presbyterian 
Doctrine, the Purpose and Program of the Church. 
Georgia: Circle Bible Leaders’ Class, non-credit. 
O.T.C. will be given special attention in Arkansas 
and Mississippi, while workshops or afternoon dis- 
cussion periods are scheduled for Appalachia, Mis- 
sissippi, North Carolina, Louisiana, Texas, and Vir- 
ginia. 

Each Dean or Chairman of a School, with the 
Program Committee, has made careful plans to 
bring into the School well qualified teachers and 
speakers. Fellowship will be a big feature of each 
School, time being provided for that in afternoon 
and evening sessions, and also in special features 
planned, such as the Fellowship Dinner which is 
traditional in Virginia. 
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The Adult Conferences will offer no credit 
classes, but will give information about our Church 
and the program of the Church through talks and 
opportunity for men and women of a Synod to 
come together in an outdoor setting for inspiration, 
fellowship and worship experiences. 


These gatherings of men and women of our 
Church should prove a real impetus in the work of 
the Church, stimulating greater loyalty, zeal and 
devotion to Jesus Christ and to the Church which is 
our own. 


Let your synodical president know at once that 
she can expect to meet you at that appointed place 
and time! 





“The Law Of The Lord Is Perfect 
Converting The Soul!” 
By Margaret Shelby“ 


Francisca heard the gospel message for the first 
time about the year 1940. She was a rural school 
teacher around forty years of age. She had gone 
to a nearby town to buy a week’s supply of food 
and a neighbor invited her to meet and hear a 
missionary speak that Sunday evening. It was a 
simple meeting with about seven or eight people in 
her friend’s parlor. After an explanation of how 
“all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God” and of how God has revealed His love for 
fallen men through the gift of His son Jesus Christ, 
the missionary gave each person a copy of one of 
the gospels. Francisa was most interested in every 
word, like a child listening to an exciting story. She 
was not satisfied with a booklet with one gospel, 
she wanted a whole book like the missionary had. 
Therefore the missionary secured a Bible for her 
to take back to the village to read. 


Four or five years passed before Francisca heard 
that missionary again or any other evangelical. She 
read her Bible off and on. There were times when 
she was most interested and then she got dis- 
couraged because she couldn’t understand. She 
would put the Bible away with her school books. 
Then curiosity would get the best of her and she 
would continue to read that unusual book. 


Finally in the summer of 1944 she saw that mis- 
sionary get off the bus in her home town. She in- 
vited the missionary to visit her and after several 
months of studying regeneration, faith, repentance, 
justification, adoption, sanctification, glorification, 
the life of Christ, the ten commandments and other 
topics and portions of the Bible, Francisca wanted 
to confess publicly what she believed in her heart, 
namely, that Jesus Christ was her personal and 
sufficient Saviour. After she became a professing 
Christian, her three older daughters, 13, 15 and 
17 years old, gave their hearts to Jesus also. Her 
mother was doubtful of this religion where the 
virgin was not worshipped, and the dead were not 
prayed out of purgatory and the Bible was read. 
But after two years the Holy Spirit used the ex- 
planation of the Word to convince Francisca’s 
mother that Christ alone was able to save her also. 


Francisca had been a widow for ten or more 
years. Because of her husband’s death, she worked 
as a school teacher to support herself, her mother 
and her daughters. Since she had only graduated 
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from grammar school, she had to teach in the 
country. She went each Sunday afternoon or early 
Monday morning on a bus to the village and would 
return home Friday afternoon. The grandmothe1 
took charge of the little girls. It is difficult for a 
widow to live an honorable life in a Mexican village. 
She was lonesome and she was severely tempted, 
in fact forced, therefore she had a fourth daughter, 
this one out of wedlock. At the time of her con- 
version the little girl was five years old, therefore 
Francisca asked the minister to baptize her. 


Now in 1950 after six years of knowing the Lord 
as revealed in His Word and in Christian fellowship 
and personal experience, Fancisca continually gives 
thanks for the change that has taken place in all 
her family. She is still a rural teacher who has to 
struggle with the physical, social and spiritual 
problems of an underprivileged village or ranch: 
scarcity of water, and none piped, lack of sewage, 
little or no meat, very little variety of food, con- 
stant danger from drunken men, poverty, supersti- 
tion, idolatry, disease, tragedy. She has night classes 
at the school so that adults can learn to read, i 
addition to her work in the day with the children 
from first through the third grades. 


She no longer tries to dress her girls beyond her 
means on borrowed money in order to take them to 
social dances. Formerly her desire was to get her 
daughters married to men of some means so that 
they would not suffer privations as she had. Now 
their lives are built around the church and their 
home and the homes of their Presbyterian friends. 
She is trying to develop inner resources in her 
daughters. They enjoy reading good books, music, 
sewing, crocheting, gardening, games and visits 
with friends. Two have become kindergarten teach- 
ers and another is working in a telegraph office. 
They all participate in the work of the church and 
are seeking more those things which are above. 


*Presbyterian U.S. missionary in Mexico now on 
furlough in U. S. 
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An Item On Advance In Japan 


In August, 1949, the Japan Bible Society opened 
a depot in Oska under the direction of Mr. J. K. 
Yamamura, who had formerly been on the staff of 
the Bible Society before the war. 


The report up to the end of November shows that 
the circulation has gone up rapidly from this depot: 
Bibles from 31 in September to 268 in November, 
Testaments from 804 in September to 2,190 in 
November and Gospels from 1,240 in September to 
6,735 in November. Opportunities continue great 
for the circulation of the Scriptures in Japan. 


Donors to the Society’s work for Japan can well 
take satisfaction in the achievements of their gifts. 
Here in a land stricken by war and where defeat 
and the discovered emptiness of their national re- 
ligion have left millions of people seeking some 
sure basis of life, there have been distributed in 
the last four years some 4,000,000 copies of the 
Scriptures. The combined efforts of the American 
and Japan Bible Societies, supported by our donor 
Churches and people, have done this. 


“Distributed”? By “distributed” the Bible So- 
cieties mean that most of the Scriptures circulated 
have been sold; that is, that most of the persons 
receiving the Scriptures have wanted them, or been 
led to want them enough to purchase them. This is 
the best way on any widespread scale to ensure 
that the Scriptures will be read seriously. The pur- 
chaser has made an investment and expects to get 
value from it... 


Our Society made its first grant for Scriptures in 
Japanese in 1837 and has been at work in Japan 
itself since 1876. With its allies, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and the Japan Bible Society, 
through which they now work, go long experience, 
intimate knowledge of the Japanese people and 
their life, and the fullest confidence of the mis- 
sionaries and Christian Churches in Japan. In the 
face of the present great opportunity these tested 
methods must be continued and reinforced. 


There is great need for a strong advance because 
the opportunity is larger—in terms of open doors 
to Japanese minds and hearts—than ever in Japan’s 
history, and larger than the missionaries and the 
Churches can meet. But the vigorous expansion of 
the distribution of the Scriptures can reach literal- 
ly millions of people; 3,000,000 volumes is the 
goal of 1950, 5,000,000 for 1951. This can prepare 
the way, plant the seed and bring to millions their 
first real knowledge of Jesus Christ. In the gaining 
of this knowledge and its growth lies the hope of 
their salvation and that of their country.” 


—Facts Concerning Scripture Supply for Japan 
from Bible Society Record, March 1950. 





Women Of The Church 
East Mississippi Presbytery 


A total of 170 women attended the forty-third 
annual meeting of East Mississippi Presbyterial at 
West Point on April 27-28. 


Following the Thursday morning meeting of the 
Executive Board and luncheon, the opening session 
got under way with Mrs. J. E. Haney, Ripley, Miss., 
Presbyterial President, in the chair. Reports of 
officers and cause secretaries were heard at this 
session. 

Reconvening at 6:00 P.M. for the Business 
Women’s Banquet, at which Miss Ruth Hillhouse 
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showed pictures of student work at M.S.C.W., the 
women attended a worship service at which Mrs. 
John L. Parkes, Atlanta, Ga., Assistant Secretary 
of Women’s Work, spoke on, “Looking Unto Jesus, 
Let Us Go On To Maturity.” Rev. Sam. N. Mil- 
ton, local pastor, presided over this service and the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,which ended the 
evening meeting. A reception at the Presbyterian 
Manse closed the day’s activities. 


Highlights of the Friday morning meeting were 
speeches by Mrs. I. O. Alexander, Liberty, Miss., 
Synodical President, on “That High Privilege,” and 
Rev. H. H. Thompson, Atlanta, Ga., on “‘Evange- 
listic Emphasis For Our Particular Day.” Mrs. 
Alexander reported that the 10,777 women of 
Mississippi Synodical contributed $126,451.00 to 
all causes in the past year. Rev. Thompson urged 
that home and educational evangelism be used, and 
that visitation evangelism be stressed particularly 
because of its use of the layman. 


In the afternoon session Col. Fred Powell, of 
Belhaven, N. C., brought a message, and reports 
of group chairmen were heard. Mrs. T. E. Veitch, 
Starksville, Miss., conducted a memorial service, 
and the meeting ended with installation of officers. 





Self-Examination For Those Who 
Would Go On To Maturity 


Is God pleased with my thought life? With the use 
of my tongue? 

Do I feel any sense of jealousy, pride irritation, or 
desire for place? 

How do I act when I am checked or criticized? 

How do I profit by my mistakes and failures? 

Is there anyone | dislike? Disregard? What am I 
going to do about it? 

How close do I play to temptation? 

Do I ever play truant and decide to take a spiritual 
holiday? 

What things in me make the Holy Spirit unable to 
use me? 

Is there anything I am unwilling to give up? 

Am I using my mind, money, talents and time as 
God wants me to? 

What would others say of my security—does it lie 
in a check-book? A home? A reputation? Or in 
Christ? 

In all my decisions do I ask myself, “What would 
Jesus do?” : 

Do I really believe that Christ is the only Saviour 
for all people? 

What am I doing to help others to know Him? 

Have I any friend who does not know Christ to 
whom I have not spoken? Why? 

Would my life win others to Christ? 

Am I giving my Christian life first consideration? 


Wings For The Soul 


Make a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be. 
My heart is weak and poor 
Until it master find; 
It has no spring of action sure— 
It varies with the wind. 
It cannot freely move 
Till thou hast wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with thy matchless love, 
And deathless it shall reign. 
—George Matheson. 
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Church News 


Dr. Hunter Blakeley Accepts Call 
To The Position Of Secretary Of The 
Division Of Higher Education 





errr? 





The Executive Secretary of the Board of Educa- 
tion is happy to announce to the Church that Pres- 
ident Hunter Bryson Blakely, Jr., Th.D., D.D., of 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., has accepted the 
call to the position of Secretary of the Division of 
Higher Education, effective at the close of the 
present school term. 


Dr. Blakely was born in Lancaster, S. C., re- 
ceived his Bachelor’s Degree from Erskine College, 
his M.A. from Princeton University, and his B.D. 
from Princeton Seminary. Following his graduation 
from Princeton he was awarded a Fellowship to 
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, and there- 
after spent some time both in Oxford University, 
England, and the University of Berlin, Germany. 


President Blakely knows our Presbyterian Church 
intimately from the point of view of pastor, teacher, 
and administrator. He has served churches in 
Louisville and Harrodsburg, Ky., and the First 
Presbyterian Church of Staunton, Va. For two 
ears he served as Professor of New Testament 
nterpretation in Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., and has been President of Queens 
College, Charlotte, N. C., since 1939. 


To his new position Dr. Blakely brings an inti- 
mate knowledge of college problems and college 
needs which will be a valuable asset to our Board 
of Education and to every school and college in our 
Assembly. His new work will place him in a position 
of leadership also in Student Work, and the en- 
larged program of Vocational Guidance and Re- 
cruiting which the Board has in mind will go for- 
ward under his direct supervision. 


As an author Dr. Blakely is well known, having 
produced four volumes which have been well re- 
ceived and widely read over our Assembly: Religion 
In Shoes (1934), With Christ Into Tomorrow 
(1936), Facing Life’s Questions (1938), and De- 
fending The Bulwarks (1942). 


Under his wise and able administration the Board 
of Education confidently believes that it will soon 
be in a position to offer to our Church that quality 
of leadership which represents Christian Education 
at its best and which will help keep our Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S., in the forefront of the educa- 
tional forces in America. 





Dr. Redhead To Speak On 
National Radio Pulpit 


The National Radio Pulpit turns to the South 
for the speakers in the 1950 Summer Series. Dr. 
John A. Redhead, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Greensboro, N. C., will be the first of 
these summer speakers and will preach over the 
NBC network for six Sundays, beginning June 4 
and continuing through July 9. Other speakers to be 
featured during the summer are Bishop Arthur J. 


Moore of Atlanta, Bishop Ivan Lee Holt of St. Louis 
and a speaker to be chosen by the United Lutheran 
Church. 


The National Radio Pulpit, which presents Dr. 
Ralph W. Sockman from October through May, is 
broadcast over the NBC network with a coast-to- 
coast coverage. The Summer Series from June 
through September can be heard every Sunday 
from 10:00 - 10:30 A.M. (EST), 9:00 - 9:30 A.M. 
(CST). Consult your local newspaper for the NBC 
station in your community carrying these programs. 


Dr. Redhead, who has been selected as the Pres- 
byterian speaker in this cooperative radio series, 
occupied the pulpits of the Presbyterian Church in 
Farmville, Va., the First Presbyterian Church of 
Tampa, Fla., and the Second Presbyterian Church 
of Charlotte, N. C., before going to the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Greensboro, N. C. His college 
education was received at Southwestern, Memphis, 
Tenn., and his theological training at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va. Davidson College 
conferred upon him the honorary Doctor of Divinity 
degree. 


The dates and topics of Dr. Redhead’s messages 
are: June 4, “What Must I Do to Be Saved?”; 
June 1, “The Place of Religion in Achievement”; 
June 18, “Variety in Religious Experience”; June 
25, “The Content of Conversion’; July 2, “On 
Finding What You Really Want’; July 9, “Invita- 
tion to Adventure.”’ Copies of the messages can be 
secured by writing to the stations carrying the 
series. 


The programs of the Summer Series will originate 
in the newly-opened Protestant Radio Center on the 
campus of Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Ga. 
The special music is to be furnished by the out- 
standing Protestant Fellowship Choir. 





Rev. William Garfield Greenlees 
Taken By Death 


The Reverend William Garfield Greenlees, min- 
ister of the First Presbyterian Church, Lovington, 
N. M., died in a hospital at Big Spring, Tex., on the 
afternoon of Monday, April 24, 1950, following a 
lengthy illness. 


Members of the family requested that there be 
no flowers, but that those who would want to have 
sent flowers to Mr. Greenlees’ funeral give, instead, 
a contribution to the American Cancer Society 
Fund Campaign. Mr. Greenlees’ remains lay in 
state at the McDaniel-Bouillion Chapel until shortly 
before the time for the funeral at the First Presby- 
terian Church at Big Spring at 10:30 A.M., Wed- 
nesday, April 26, 1950. Funeral rites were in charge 
of Dr. William H. Foster, of Lubbock, Tex., assisted 
by the Reverend R. Gage Lloyd, Big Spring, Tex.; 
the Reverend Walter C. Guin, Odessa, Tex.; and 
Dr. R. Matthew Lynn, Midland, Tex., all Presbyte- 
rian ministers. Interment was in the family lot in 
the Big Spring City Cemetery. Pallbearers were the 
officers and strong members of the Lovington 
Church. 


The Reverend Mr. Greenlees was an electrical 
engineer for twelve years before he accepted his 
call to the ministry. He entered the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary at Richmond, Va., in September, 
1915, and did student-pastor work at Fairfield 
and Roseneath, Va., and Newland, N. C., before 
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graduating in the spring of 1918. He was licensed 
by Winchester Presbytery at its meeting at Lost 
City, W. Va., on September 24, 1918. His first pas- 
torate was for a period of five and one-half years 
at Petersburg, Grant County, W. Va. In 1923, he 
accepted a call to the Jackson (Ala.) Church and 
remained in Jackson for a period of seventeen 
months. He accepted a joint call from the Presby- 
terian Churches at Newbern and and Greensboro, 
Ala., in February, 1925, making his home in Greens- 
boro, N. C., and later joyfully added the Presby- 
terian Church of Linden, Ala., to his field of work. 


It was while serving as minister for Greensboro, 
Newbern and Linden, that he established the out- 
post work at Cedarville, Ala., which is now a Pres- 
byterian Church. After serving the Alabama field 
twenty-five years, Mr. Greenlees accepted a eall to 
the Calvary Presbyterian Church at Jeanerette, La., 
which he served almost two years, before accepting 
the call to his final earthly field of service, the 
First Presbyterian Church of Lovington, N. M. The 
Lovington Church, the oldest in all of Lea County, 
New Mexico, is an active old Church on the fron- 
tier, militantly aggressive in the Cause of Christ, 
and even now bent upon enlarging its church build- 
ing to serve better the increasing number of new 
members which the faithful pioneers are bringing 
to the Master. 


Born on the 26th day of April, 1884, A.D., the 
son of William Andrew Greenlees, and his wife, 
Hannah Maria Hadley Greenlees, William Garfield 
Greenlees married Florence Catherine Smith, of 
Houston, Tex., who survives him, as do their two 
sons, Judge William E. Greenlees, of Big Spring, 
and Dr. David L. Greenlees, M.D., of Odessa, Tex., 
and four granddaughters. In addition to his imme- 
diate family, he is survived by four sisters. 


Descended from early Scotch and English no- 
bility, who were knighted by Alfred the Great, Mr. 
Greenlees was a modest man of the Cross, to the 
service of which, throughout his life, he applied the 
cherished motto of his ancient clan: “Faithful And 
Strong.” 





Dr. P. B. Hill Celebrates Twenty-Seventh 
Anniversary Of Broadcasting 


An interesting event in the radio world occurred 
on Sunday, July 16, when Dr. P. B. Hill, pastor 
emeritus of the First Presbyterian Church of San 
Antonio, Tex., made a personal broadcast over 
Station WOAI marking the twenty-seventh anni- 
versary of his weekly religious broadcast. The pro- 
gram, now called “The Church In The Hills,” is 
usually sent out by transcription at 9:30 A.M., 
C.S.T., over Station WOAI (1200), San Antonio, 
and has had a wide range of reception, from Can- 
ada to Yucatan and from California to ships at sea. 
Many have been led to Christ. A sea captain came 
to San Antonio to thank the doctor for a message 
that changed the whole course of his life; ranch- 
men, cowboys and people of every walk in life have 
accepted Christ. 


During Warld War II, Dr. Hill,, then supplying 
the Church at Victoria, Tex., while his son, Sam- 
uel, was in the service, was selected to make a tran- 
scribed service for General Eisenhower’s troops. 
The British Broadcasting Company flew a repre- 
sentative over to supervise the service and bring 
back the record to be broadcast from England. 





Honor Guest At Davidson 


Commencement 


Davidson, N. C.—Dr. George Summey, who grad- 
uated from Davidson College before Woodrow 
Wilson entered, will celebrate the eightieth anni- 
versary of his graduation and his ninety-seventh 
birthday as Honor Guest at Davidson’s Mid-Century 
Commencement in June. 


Dr. Summey can claim a number of longevity 
records. He is the oldest living graduate of David- 
son, Union Theological Seminary, and the oldest 
living member of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. 
After almost 77 years as a minister, he believes he 
has been ordained longer than any minister in the 
U. S. — certainly than any Presbyterian. He also 
claims the distinction of being the youngest man 
ever to graduate from Davidson. He was only 17 
on Commencement Day in 1870. 





St. John’s Presbytery 


The Presbytery of St. John’s met in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasoto, April 18-19, 1950, 
Rev. B. L. Bowman, D.D., host pastor. This was 
the largest attendance in the history of the Presby- 
tery—60 ministers and 52 ruling elders, totaling 
112 besides many visitors and wives of ministers 
and elders. 


The Presbytery’s report to the General Assembly 
showed 1,276 additions on profession of faith, 2,- 
865 additions by certificates, making a total of 
4,141. The total number of communicants is 27,- 
323. The total contributions to benevolences is 
$309,689, to pastors’ salaries $223,486, to current 
expenses $523,456, and to buildings contributed 
during the year $607,785, making a total of all 
contributions $1,664,416 within the year, which is 
more than $66 per capita. 


Two new churches were organized during the 
year and a petition to organize a new church in 
North Miami was also granted. 


Rev. Hugh E. Powell, pastor of the church at 
Oakland, was the moderator, and Rev. H. E. Iver- 
son of Bartow the retiring moderator. 
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Rev. P. P. Phillips was dismissed to Enoree Pres- 
bytery and Rev. R. Clyde Douglas to East Alabama 
Presbytery. 


Presbytery refused to divide the Presbytery and 
urged no discussion of the matter for a reasonable 
length of time. A new manual was adopted con- 
forming to the general lines of reorganization of 
the General Assembly. All of the overtures except 
Paragraph 147, were answered in the affirmative. 
An overture prepared by Rev. William Belk, direc- 
tor of Religious Education, was sent up to the As- 
sembly. This overture deals with the rephrasing of 
the Book of Church Order on Religious Education. 


The most inspiring program of the whole meeting 
was the dedication of the new auditoruim which has 
cost considerably more than $100,000 aside from 
equipment and furnishings. Dr. J. E. Abbott who 
supplied the pulpit for Dr. Bowman while he was 
chaplain in the armed forces, presided. Dr. Bow- 
man preached the dedication sermon and elder 
Rosenborough of the DeLand Church, son of the 
founder of the Sarasota Church, gave a historical 
sketch. Rev. A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk, brought 
greetings from the Presbytery. Rev. J. J. Martin 
read the scripture message and Dr. Geo. White, 
pastor of the Bradenton Church made the dedica- 
tory prayer. 

The next meeting of Presbytery will be held in 
the Central Presbyterian Church, St. Petersburg, 
Rev. E. R. Barnard, pastor, October 23, 1950, at 
2:00 P.M. 

A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk. 





Superintendent Of Palmer 
Orphanage Resigns 


John F. Frierson, long time prominent figure in 
the religious and political life of Mississippi, sub- 
mitted his resignation as Superintendent of Palmer 
Orphanage to the Board of Trustees meeting in 
Columbus April 25. 


Mr. Frierson stated that his resignation would 
become effective as soon as his successor is selected. 


Mr. Frierson has been connected with Palmer 
Orphanage for nearly forty years, serving first as 
assistant to his father, Rev. W. V. Frierson, and 
since 1919, at his father’s death, as Superintendent. 


Rev. Charles L. Smith, Ripley, Miss., President 
of the Board of Trustees, issued the following 
statement: “Mr. John F. Frierson has served the 
church through its program of orphan care with 
noteworthy devotion and his contribution to the 
life of boys and girls who have received the impress 
of his Christian personality can be measured only 
by the achievements of the hundreds of youth who 
have gone from this home to take their places in 
the world, they are a living testimonial to his ser- 
vice; he has endeavored to develop moral and 
intellectual discipline and Christian character in the 
children under his care, and marked success crowns 
his efforts. The unselfish spirit in which Mr. Frier- 
son has served is further evidenced by the fact 
that he has served his entire administration without 
salary. This resignation is accepted by the Board of 
Trustees in response to Mr. Frierson’s expressed 
desire to be relieved of his responsibilities and his 
earnest insistence that this action be taken and our 
sincere gratitude is registered for his long and noble 
service as Superintendent of Palmer Orphanage.” 


A committee composed of Rev. Charles L. Smith, 
Mr. B. G. Hazard, Columbus, and Rev. W. L. Mc- 


Leod, D.D., Lake Charles, La., was elected t 
nominate to the Board a successor to Mr. Frierson 


Palmer Orphanage is a Presbyterian institution 
founded in 1895, and cares for eighty children. I: 
is owned jointly by the First Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, the Synod of Mississippi, and the Synod 
of Louisiana, and is administered by a Board of 
Trustees with three representatives from each 
the joint owners. The three Columbus Trustees ar 
Messrs: B. G. Hazard, Robin Weaver, and Will 
Pope. 


Mr. Frierson, who is a member of the State Tax 
Commission, left for Jackson following the meeting 
and without any statement of his future plans, but 
sources close to him stated that he intends to con 
tinue to make Columbus his home. 





LETTERS TO CHINA 


“‘We cannot now send letters to the U.S.A. en 
closed in another envelope to Mr. Ruch, of th 
American Presbyterian Mission in Hongkong. Th: 
local Postoffice will not allow it. They have sent 
such letters to us. It is quite all right, of course, 
for we send them direct to the U.S.A. now. Whe: 
you write Darby, you might tell him as far as Tai- 
chow is concerned, please advise all friends to send 
their letters direct to Taichow and not via M: 
Ruch. 


“So far there is no such regulation here i 
Shanghai for mailing letters out through Mr. Ruc! 
Most of the letters from America now come direct 
and they have been making excellent time.” 





Bluestone Presbytery 


Bluestone Presbytery met in the Mount Hop: 
Presbyterian Church on April 24th and 25t! 
Twenty ministers and ruling elders were enrolled 


On request of the retiring moderator, the Rev 
Robert Ray, candidate for licensure Robert J. M« 
Mullen, Jr., preached the opening sermon. Re\ 
Howard H. Gordon was received from the Presby- 
tery of St. Louis and will be installed as pastor « 
the First Presbyterian Church, Bluefield, W. Va 
on June 4th. Robert J. McMullen, Jr., was licensed 
to preach the Gospel and a commission was a] 
pointed to ordain him in September. James Edwi 
Mahaffey of Vivian was enrolled as a candidate. 


The following overture was sent to the Genera 
Assembly: That General Assembly request ‘‘T} 
Peace Fellowship of Presbyterians, U. S. (Secretary- 
Treasurer D’Arcy Lane, Asheville, N. C.) to di 
continue the use of the name “Presbyterians, U. S.” 
since it is a dangerous thing to have organizatior 
use the name of our Church without its authoriz: 
tion, and nothing in the literature sent out by it t 
show that it does not carry the approval of tl 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


A splendid address on Home Missions was dé 
livered to the Presbytery and a congregation fron 
Mount Hope and near-by churches by Rev. Charles 
H. Gibboney, Educational Secretary of Home Mi 
sions, Atlanta, Ga. 

The Presbytery was re-organized along the lin¢ 
requested by General Assembly. 


Rev. Fred E. Manning will be installed past 
of Grace Presbyterian Church, which was organized 
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under his leadership last year, May 14th, 1950. 


The proposed ammendments to the Book of 
Church Order were approved with one exception— 
Ammendment (3) Paragraph 147 was disapproved. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet at 2:00 P.M. in the 
Graham Church, Bluefield, Va., on October 9th, 
1950. 


Rev. B. B. Breitenhirt was the moderator and 
Rev. W. H. Childs served as Temporary Clerk. 


Robert Ray, Stated Clerk. 





Enoree Presbytery 


Enoree Presbytery met for its regular Spring 
Session on April 18, 1950, at the Roseland Presby- 
terian Church in Spartanburg, S. C. 


Rev. P. P. Phillips was received from the St. 
John’s Presbytery to become Pastor of the Mona- 
ghan Presbyterian Church in Greenville, S. C. John 
Sadler and Joseph Lee, students at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, were received as candidates for 
the ministry. 


Presbytery re-organized its work to bring it in 
line with the General Assembly setup, and made 
plans to employ an Executive Secretary. 


The Presbytery refused to send an overture to 
the General Assembly asking ‘“‘the General As- 
sembly to instruct the Committee on Co-operation 
and Union to desist from any further steps looking 
to the union of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States with the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America.” 


The stated summer meeting is to be at the Beech 
Street Presbyterian Church in Gaffney, S. C., on 
July 11, 1950, at 10:00 A.M. 

J. Phillips Noble, Stated Clerk. 





Assembly's Training School 


Judge M. Ray Doubles, of Richmond, Va., was 
elected President of the Board of Trustees of the 
General Assembly’s Training School at the annual 
meeting of the trustees on May 4. Officers, re- 
elected, were: Rev. Thos. P. Johnston, Dunedin, 
Fla., Vice-President; Mr. H. H. Wood, of Harrison- 
burg, Va., Secretary; and Mr. W. R. Hill, of Rich- 
mond, Va., Treasurer. 


The board elected Miss Mary Garland Taylor, of 
Staunton, Va., as a member of the faculty for next 
session, in the absence of Dr. Rachel Henderlite, 
granted a leave of absence to teach for a year in 
Kinjo College, Japan. Miss Sara Little, of Char- 
lotte, N. C., was elected to the faculty, her term of 
service to begin after a year of graduate study. 
Miss Little will divide her time between teaching in 
the field of Religious Education and directing the 
program of field work. 


Forty-eight degrees were approved: 33 for the 
Master of Religious Education, 11 for the Master 
f Arts, and 14 for the Bachelor of Religious Edu- 
‘ation. 


The trustees heard the annual report of President 
Henry Wade DuBose indicating a capacity enroll- 
ment of 128, progress in the matter of accreditation 
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by the American Association of Schools of Religious 
Education and progress in accumulating funds for 
the school’s building and expansion program, which 
includes the erection of an Administration Building. 

The Board approved a partial report of its Com- 
mittee on Future Policy and requested the com- 
mittee to continue its work and report again at the 
fall meeting of the Board. 





Division Of Negro Work 


Receipts for the church year 1949-50 were 
$100,885.82. 





FRATERNAL DELEGATES 


Fraternal Delegates to the General Assembly are 
as follows: Dr. Clifford E. Barbour, present Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A.; Rev. W. R. Echols, of Leslie (S. C.) 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church; United 
Presbyterian Church Delegate not yet named. 


Fraternal Delegates from the General Assembly 
are as follows: Dr. John A. Redhead, delegate and 
visitor to the U.S.A. Assembly, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, to the United Presbyterian 
Church; and Dr. C. Grier Davis, to the A.R.P. 
Church. 





Draper's Valley Church Honors 
Clerk Of Session 


The Draper’s Valley Presbyterian Church honor- 
ed a faithful servant on Easter Sunday morning 
when the pastor, acting for the members, presented 
to Mr. William Walter Wood a Hamilton wrist 
watch. 

Mr. Wood, due to ill health, had resigned as 
Clerk of the Session after serving in that capacity 
for 37 years. For nearly two decades he was Sunday 
School Superintendent. 


The letter that Mr. Sartelle read from the con- 
gregation ended with the words: ‘‘We remember so 
much that you have done, and we are thankful that 
you are yet our elder, interested, loving, and con- 
tinuing in a ministry of prayer for us as a group, 
for us as individuals, Many rise up to call you 
blessed.” 
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P.J.C. Announces Plans For 
Summer School - Improvements 


Presbytyerian Junior College, Maxton, N. C., has 
announced extensive plans for improvement of li- 
brary facilities and steps have been taken by the 
administration to further develop the college phy- 
sical plant. 


More than 1,000 new volumes have been added 
to the Library since January 1. Classrooms have 
been renovated, lighting improved, and the cafe- 
teria refloored. 


The College still lacks $28,000.00 of reaching its 
building fund goal set two years ago. The renova- 
tion program has utilized funds given to this build- 
ing program to date. 


Summer classes will get under way beginning 
June 4 with preparatory department matriculation, 
high school classes will begin on June 5, and col- 
lege department classes will begin on June 12. 





Vocations Conference At 
Austin Seminary 


Some 50 college men from 16 universities and 
colleges attended the First Annual Conference on 
Vocations held at Austin Seminary on April 28-30 
at the new Mo-Ranch Assembly Grounds near Kerr- 
ville, Tex. 


A panel of Texas laymen featured the program, 
first of its kind to be held in the Southwest. John D. 
Mosely, of Austin, Executive Director of the Texas 
Legislative Council, told of possibilities for Chris- 
tian Service in government while other leaders 
spoke of opportunities in their fields. 


Included on the panel discussion group were the 
Rev. William M. Logan, pastor of the Kerrville 
Presbyterian Church; Charles Phillips, M.D., and 
Gibson R. Randle, Austin lawyer. 


Key speaker for the meeting was the Rev. John 
Oliver Nelson, Ph.D., of New York, N. Y., who led 
the Bible Study Class in the Conference and preach- 
ed opening and final sermons. He said: “Not just 
good ministers but good Christian laymen are a 
concern of this Seminary.” 





Town And Country Pastors’ Institute 
Arkansas College - Batesville, Ark. 
July 3-6, 1950 


To Pastors of Town and Country Churches in 
the Synods of Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Ark- 
ansas, Missouri, Kentucky and Tennessee: 


The Town and Country Pastors’ Institute will be 
held at Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark., Monday- 
Thursday, July 3-6, 1950. A splended program has 
been planned for these four days, including Bible 
study, discussion of practical problems in town 
and country churches, reports of special projects 
carried on by town and country pastors, evening 
inspirational messages, etc. 


The Town and Country Church Department of 
the Board of Church Extension is offering scholar- 
ships which will provide room and meals for these 
four days. If there are pastors of town and ¢ountry 
churches who would like to attend the Institute at 


Arkansas College, please write to James M. Carr, 
Secretary, Town and Country Church Department, 
605 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


The Institute is sponsored jointly by Arkansas 
College and the Town and Country Church Depart- 
ment. 





Wuat Is Our CHURCH COMING 
To? For THE GUIDANCE OF 
(GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
COMMISSIONERS 


By W. E. Davis 


Elder In The First Presbyterian 
Church, Lexington, Ky. 


and 
Thomas Hart Taylor 


Elder In The First Presbyterian 
Church, Paris, Ky. 


The General Assembly of 1947 asked all Presby- 
teries for an expression regarding staying in the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America. 


Why did the General Assembly ask for these ex- 
pressions? 


The 1948 minutes of the Assembly state that ‘“‘as 
more than three-fourths of the Presbyteries favored 
staying in” the Church would remain in the Fed- 
eral Council. The actual number for and against 
remaining in the body were then given. Contrary to 
“more than three-fourths,” as stated in the minutes 
to the 1948 General Assembly, less than 71 percent 
of the Presbyteries voted to stay in. 


Why was this matter referred to the Presbyteries 
in 1948? 


The answer lies in the second paragraph of a 
recent pamphlet entitled “The Truth About Fed- 
eral Council Of Churches Of Christ In America,” 
Page 3: 

“ |.. and is not an independent body. An attack 
upon the Council accordingly is an attack not upon 
a separate organization but upon the denominations 
which comprise it and without which it would have 
no existence.” 


Actually, we are swallowed up in the F.C.C. 
whose leaders speak for the 600,000 members of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Leaders and evangelists of the F.C.C. have long 
been preaching Socialist ideals and economics and 
even published a pamphlet in 1932 entitled “Social 
Ideals For The Churches.” In the pamphlet, ‘Ths 
Truth About Federal Council,” on Pages 15 and 16, 
it is implied that these “social ideals’? were thought 
of and advocated back in the “dark ages’ of the 
depression and that they might not be advocated 
now. 


Why, then, is this same pamphlet, “Social Ideals 
For The Churches,” still sent out by the Federal 
Council? The only conclusion is that it is still their 
ideal, 
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Is the implication in “The Truth About Federal 
Council” that these ideals are no longer suitable for 
use today by the churches an honest representation 
of the Council’s intentions when the pamphlet em- 
bodying them is still distributed by the Council, 
which speaks for Southern Presbyterians as well as 
other denominations not inclined to follow the 
socialistic trail? 


Our Church is still obligated by General As- 
sembly action to the belief in separation of Church 
and State. Yet the Council, organically part of us 
and we of them, while claiming not to be in poli- 
tics, engages in politics by such actions as filing 
legal papers supporting political issues in official 
court records. 


Federal Council policies and actions are not in 
harmony with our own Moral and Social Committee 
reports adopted year after year by the General As- 
sembly. 


Our organic membership in the Federal Council 
is contrary to and illegal under our own Book of 
Church Order and Confession of Faith. 


These argue against our remaining in the Fed- 
eral Council not only because of what the Federal 
Council states to be its policies but also because of 
actions taken and unreported to the Southern Pres- 
byterian Assembly. 


_ The reports of our delegates on the Executive 
Committee of the F.C.C. to the General Assembly 
as printed each year do not disclose all the facts 
pertaining to all actions of the Council and thus our 
elders, ministers and congregations are uninformed 
to what is being done in the name of our Church as 
a F.C.C. member. 


This is written after prayerful consideration for 
the information and guidance of commissioners to 
the General Assembly in June, 1950. 





BOOK REVIEWS 


“Calvin’s Commentaries Psalms. Volume I.” By 
John Calvin. Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $4.50. 


“Calvin’s Commentaries Psalms. Volume II.’ By 
John Calvin. Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


“Calvin’s Commentaries Psalms. Volume III.” By 
John Calvin. Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


“Calvin’s Commentaries Psalms. Volume IV.” By 
John Calvin. Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


“Calvin’s Commentaries Psalms. Volume V.” By 
John Calvin. Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


After three years of expounding the Book of 
Psalms to his own students Calvin gave to the world 
and the city of Geneva, on July 22, 1557, his cele- 
brated five volumes on the Psalter. 


As a poetical composition, the Book of Psalms is 
a masterpiece. This book has always appealed to 
men of the most refined and cultivated tastes. John 
Milton, the greatest of the English poets, said of 





the Psalms, “Not in their divine argument alone 
but in the very critical art of composition, they may 
be easily made a peer over all the kinds of lyric 
poesy to be incomparable.” Calvin brought to the 
study of the Book of Psalms unsurpassed talents. 
In addition to his talents, he also brought a burning 
desire to ascertain the mind of the Spirit in each of 
these Psalms. Calvin has been charged with many 
things, but so far as this reviewer knows he has 
never been charged with the sin of eisegesis. Calvin 
followed the dictum of Melanchthon, “that Scrip- 
ture cannot be understood theologically unless it be 
first understood grammatically.” Calvin, therefore, 
devoted himself to the investigation of the gramma- 
tical and literal sense of each verse. He carefully 
examined the Hebrew text. He gave diligent atten- 
tion to the intention of the writer. At all times the 
canons of sound hermeneutics are applied. 


Although Calvin was scrupulous in dealing with 
Hebrew grammar, he never overlooked the practic- 
al aspects of the Psalms. He did not confine himself 
to the dry and lifeless details of grammatical con- 
structions. As one has said, Calvin’s explanations 
“exhibit a happy combination of critical and phil- 
ological remark with practical exposition.” Calvin 
combined an acuteness of intellect with a sound, 
discriminating judgment. Evidences of this combin- 
ation are found throughout these five volumes. 


Calvin was qualified not only intellectually, but 
also spiritually, for the production of these com- 
mentaries. As one Calvinist has put it, the whole 
tone of these commentaries exhibits “the fruit of 
the soul which felt the deep workings of piety; of 
a soul in which the love of God was supreme, which 
sought its rest and happiness in Him alone, which 
recognized His hand in providence in every extent, 
which confide in Him in all circumstances, which 
looked to Him as a Father and a Friend for every 
blessing, and which, in all its powers, was conse- 
crated with entire devotedness to Christ and the 
Gospel.” 


Calvin appropriately called his work on the 
Psalms “an anatomy of all the parts of the soul.” 
He stated that he felt that this was an accurate 
description of the Psalms, for there is not an emo- 
tion of which anyone can be conscious that is not 
represented as a mirror through the Psalms. He 
pointed out that in the Psalms “the Holy Spirit has 
here drawn to the light all the griefs, sorrows, 
fears, doubts, hopes, cares, perplexities, in short 
all the distracting emotions with which the minds of 
men are wont to be agitated.” 


The Reformer was convinced that the meditation 
upon the Psalms would improve any person’s prayer 
life. He wrote: “Genuine and earnest prayer pro- 
ceeds first from a sense of our need and next from 
faith in the promises of God. It is by perusing these 
inspired compositions that men will be most ef- 
fectually awakened to a sense of their maladies 
and at the same time instructed in seeking remedies 
for their cure. In a word, whatever may serve to 
encourage us when we are about to pray to God 
is taught us in this book... In the midst of doubts, 
fears, and apprehensions, let us put forth our efforts 
in prayer until we experience some consolation 
which may calm and bring contentment to our 
minds. Although distrust may shut the gates against 
our prayers, yet we must not allow ourselves to give 
away whenever our hearts waver or are agitated 
with inquietude, but must persevere until faith 
finally comes forth victorious from these conflicts.” 
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It is noteworthy that Calvin did not prepare these 
commentaries merely for the clergy. In his preface, 
he averred: ‘‘Moreover, since I have labored faith- 
fully to open up this treasure for the use of all the 
people of God.’’ When he wrote, “for the use of 
all the people of God,’ he meant God’s people in 
the pew as well as the pulpit. 

This set of commentaries should be in the library 
of every Christian church. It should be at the 
disposal of pastor, Sunday Schcol teachers, and 
others who desire to profit from the study of the 
Psalter. Readers of Reformed persuasion will be 
grateful to the Eerdmans Publishing Company for 
the reproduction of this celebrated work. 


—John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


The Small Sects In America. By Elmer T. Clark. 
This interesting book does not include the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.A. or U.S. or the United Presby- 
terian Church, nor does it include the Roman 
Catholic or Episcopalian, presumably because they 
were not sufficiently small. But, rather inconsistent- 
ly as it seems to the writer of this, does include the 
Methodist. It was not possible in all cases to secure 
accurate data as to number of members and con- 
gregations. Some were so small that they had only 
5 or 6 congregations and a few hundred members. 
In all, there were about 215 or more. 


This large number of minor sects arose generally 
by divisions. Some matter would come up on which 
there would be a difference of opinion. It would 
seem to some of sufficient importance that one 
opinion or the other MUST be preached and so a 
new sect would be formed. For instance, in the case 
of one denomination which was following what Paul 
indicates was the practice of the early church, that 
the Communion of the Lord’s Supper was practiced 
as by a regular meal, the question arose, “Should 
the bread and wine of the Communion be set on 
the table with the preceding meal or be brought in 
afterwards?” This denomination divided on the 
question. No history of the formation of all minor 
sects is attempted, the book is rather an enumera- 
tion of them and data as to their size. 


The important fact seems to this writer to be 
the number of them and why they arose, that in the 
case of each division each side held firmly to a 
belief in one side or the other of the question which 
caused the division, that all these sects show by 
their very existence that men hold these matters 
with firm conviction of their Truth, that they were 
willing to make sacrifices to be true to what they 
believed was taught in the Bible. 


sut the conviction with which their members hold 
to their distinctive doctrines makes it seem a hope- 
less problem to unite all Protestant sects or de- 
nominations. Some might be united. But from a 
reading of this book, the writer of this review thinks 
it is clear that such a union would meet its greatest 
obstacle among these minor sects and probably 
among the smallest of them. They were formed be- 
cause their members held tenaciously to some doc- 
trine which they FIRMLY believed to be taught in 
the WORD of GOD and it is unlikely to the last 
degree that they would surrender these convictions. 


But would it be advisable, if possible, that all 
should be united? To this writer, it seems not ad- 
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visable. Because as matters now stand, almost any 
Christian can find a church in whose doctrine he 
believes, whose atmosphere suits him, in which his 
spiritual life finds nourishment and growth as 
sould not in any other sect or denomination. Sepa- 
rate him from this chosen and beloved group and 
nis spiritual life will wither and shrink. 


It was said above that these sects had arisen | 
tause questions arose in which the opposing groups 
could find no compromise and could only be tru 
to their convictions by the organization of the ne’ 
sect. In the case of a few they arose in America 
by immigration from Europe and preserved their 
life on our soil. BUT, it still remains that they do 
not and CANNOT unite with other closely related 
groups without surrender of what they hold vital 
and important truths. In other words, the existence 
of denominations is a proof of the strength of th 
religious convictions of the groups of Christians 
who compose them. These convictions must bé 
surrendered if their chosen sect or denomination 
merges its existence with some other not holding 
the same truths. To ask Christians to surrende! 
these convictions is to commit a grave offense. 


It was not by erroneous leading that since the 
Reformation have Protestants divided into so many 
sects. The Holy Spirit has given to men firmness of 
convictions at, in many cases, the cost of sacrifices 
and this firmness of convictions constitutes the 
vitality of the Christian life. A Christian who holds 
no truths (or call them doctrines) with strong con- 
viction certainly has no very vital religious life. 


—By Daniel S. Gage, Ph.D. 








